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j f-.i ■ W:fl'A'f HAS HAPPENED to me since l: I wrote ''Behind the Flying Saucers" 
j; could easil y explain why all the 
J_t.· li'ttle men foDund in space ships on 
- the Mojave esert were dead. That 
·t I did not join them is a triumph of 
:'P faith over experience. I have had 
;;f best-sellers before, • but never one 
1;\ that set everybody, me included, so 
'0 upside down that I even recorded 
·~ the planets in that order-a gaffe 
~ which brought me more attention 

than if I had set things down right. 
1:. As in baseball , so in writing. There 

arc two kinds of people : those who 
bat out hits and those who record 
their errors. 

T o correc t the correc tors is a 
terrifi c tempta ti on, especially wh en 
you saw the mistakes long before 
they did and even saw many that 
they couldn't sec even if you pointed 
them out with radar. But if you 
belong to the school that believes 
that the author has. hi s say in his 
book an d th e critic has his say in 
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his review and that should end the 
matter, it's very difficu lt to reverse 
your field and try to score some 
other way. But when you're dealing 
with a highl y con troversial subject 
in which tru th may get trampled 
underfoot and killed uxiless you 
make another try, you're almost 
duty-bound to try to effect a rescue. 

When it became ev.1dent that a 
handful of critics were out to kill a 
book I had spen t three years in . 
assembl.ing, I ci thcr had to take it 
lying down or fight. It was Korea 
all over again. I couldn 't fiaht them 
long distance. J had to go i~to their 
territory. That meant New York . 

Had I been born in Spain 450 
years ago a.Q.d had a character come 
into port wi th ·ta11 ta les about a new 
continent h e had discovered, a ll of 
which tended to prove his premise 
that the earth was round I would 
have written the story. It probably 
would h ave gut me scoffed a t, .but 
I would have written it because 

Ml· , Seully's · best-selling book, 
"Behind · the Flying Saucers," 
published by Henry Holt & Co . 
and condensed by Pageant in Oc­
tober, 1950; ~aused an immedi­
ate scn~ation. 'Ili.e . tremendous 
rcs1>onsc to this extraordinary 
story prompted Mr. Scully to 
write thi s exclusive article for 
Pageant'!! readers, to help an­
swer some of the questions that 
m ay have· come to mind on read­
ing the hook, mid to reveal some 
unusual .happenings to the au­
thor sin e<! its publication . . 

that was what the man said . 
It would never have occurred to 

me tha t doubters would hu nt back 
in the files and reveal that I had 
once written a book ca lled F un in 
Bed and how could anybody take 
me seriously after that ? everthe­
less> that was the approach of many 
critics when faced in the Fall of 
1950 with the · task of choosing be­
tween the veraci ty of Air Force 
spokesmen and m e a the au­
cerian good will ambassador. 

Back in the day:; when world 
wars were practically unknown, .I 
remember taking a course in eco~ 
nomics a t Columbia University and 
using a textbook writ ten by tephen 
Leacock, a professor at fr.Gill 
University. M ost readers remember 
him today as a great humorist, but 
obviously his brain had two lobes, 
and while one lobe was serious dur­
ing the day the other was amusing 
during the long watche of the 
night. I like to think that he was 

my tutor in both fields. 
As soon, however, as I saw that~i 

certain New York critics were not :; 
going to allow me to work both • 
sides of the street, I decided to fly .: 
East to take care of them and . to 
effec t an encircling movement and. 
sell a book which seemingly would 
have made them happier if it had 
died in_ the . galleys .. 

By goiflg on television and radio 
in mad Manhattan I was able to 
interest millions, whereas i£ I had 
limited my appeal to literary jour­
nals which seemingly live by trad­
ing each other's mash notes, I 
would have found myself trapped. 

The en circling movemen t was so . 
successful that a book which got 
scant recognition on publication 
day, September 8, was ra ted ninth 
on the best-seller list of The N ew 
Y ork Times a m onth later, and soon 
at the cop in many ones which 
listen more to radio than they do 
to what emanates from Wes t 4-S th 
Street's herme t.ica lly sealed Hazlects . 

Soon people in the outlying dis­
tricts began moving in on book­
stores and after three wee.k • tho:e 
ne,vspapers which didn' t believe m 
reporting of the interpLmet:U'Y con­
test between the Pentagonians and 
the aucerians was worth evt:n a 
stick a · news discovered to their 
amazemen t tha t they had to report 
"Behind the Flyi11g aucers" as 
a \ ay up front among besc-·ellers . 

ew York conquered, e_ cepl for 
a mopping up operation \ hich 
could be ea:;ilv ldt to the old rc­
liabl firm of H enry H ole and Com­
pan ( E ·cab lis hed 1866 ) , cull) 
and h is wife celebra ted a 20th 
wedding ann ive r ·ary a t a priva te 
pa rt , for hundreds of friend ·pon­
s n:d by J ohn Masteron, produce1 
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;i.\ of "Bride and Groom,'' and then 
4; left to soften up C~cago. 
;· There the opposition was even 
i: tou~her than in ew York. Book 
:_·.,.;_::; __ • ~ntics were being pulled out of the 
( hneup and science edi tors substi-
:i, tut~d . One~ Roy Gibbons of the r Chicago Tribun e, was particularly 
,,,: vehement in denouncing the book j~ but he had spelled tny name cor~ 
;zi ' rectly, and that, after all, is what 

J. __ ··.'· reaNlly mahtte
1
rs. I • _ f, evert e ess, seem to have been 

ii · annoyed because he said I wrote 
~ the book " to make a fast buck" 
i; This. seemed to put him aiainst 
lg the capitalist system, but tha t wasn't 
1.•· w~t~t anhnoy

1
ded

6
me. I_t was that any 

1 en _1c s ou e so ignorant as to 
! beflieve an au thor writes a book foi · 
j a ast buck. Bucks are slower than 
'! oxen in the book business. You 

'
~_!' take one to ~ve year~ writing th e 
,,, b_ook and don t ge t paid until six to 
,;~( e1ght months after you r- book is a 
'ti hit, _and not at all if it is a flop . At 
j, a time when acclaim is all but 

.
,,:.·. drowning you; you haven't got a 
:L buck of any sort, fast ·or slow. you 

'
?_._,,:_)_·-.• .... :.. are61_fohrced dto hboh1To"'; from your 
, pu 1s er an e asn t got his re -
'ii: turns yet. 
~\ Mr. Gibbons was on safer ground 

when he wrote : " Many a reader 
wiB have his credulity outraged by 
th1_s book. If compe lled at pistol 
point [I told you -they were still · 
tough in Chicago] to make a choice 
this reviewer would recommend th~ 
book as fi t reading on ly for chi ldren 
but never for adults beyond the 
fairy talc level oi intelligence." 

By my standards these are not 
fighti n~ words, but, knowing show­
manslup, I se t out to encircle Mr. 
Gibbons and his Chicago T ribune 
and let them die o[ malnutrition . 
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I made 14 personal appearances in 
fo ur days around Chicago. I per­
fonned on everything from morning 
~elevision shows to midnight disc 
Jockeys. I even pitched for the book 
between wrestling ma tches and later 
learned I had been seen on televi­
sion as fa r eas t as Jamaica, Long 
Island, and as far wrst as Catalina . 
By the end of my whirlwind tour a 
book tha t w-as standing still in Chi­
cago . when we came to : town was 
sold out in every bookstore. 

Two radio shows in Denver and 
two in terviews, and the flying Scul­
lys were ready to fly back to Holly­
wood and call the tour a success. 
By then the book had cl imbed to 
No. Four on the national best seller 
list. 

There was a mo untain of mail 
telegrams, phone calls and re.guest~ 
for personal appea rances staring me 
in the face . Breaking down the let­
ters into two· piles-pro and con-• 
I discovered the majority was over­
whelmingly favorable to the posi­
tion taken i.n "Behind the Flying 
Saucers. " They ranged from indus­
trial scientists down to amateur as­
tronomers . 

Among those who buy a book 
instead of ge tti ng a free copy, the 
percentage of favorab le response 
was 98 per cent. This showed a tre­
mendous advance for our side in 
the sa ucerian controversy and a 
corresponding loss for the Air Force 
party-liners. A year ago, according 
to a nation-wide 5urvcy 0£ the 
United Press, only ·26 per cent be­
lieved there was any thing to the 
flying saucers beyond what had 
been explained by the Air M ateriel 
Command in its Projec t Saucer re­
ports . • By now the percentage of 
believers in space ships wou ld be 
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nearer to 85 per cent, and judging 
from the hundreds of le tters which 
I have received the figure would be 
nearer 98 per cent. . 

In fact I have received only two 
letters which denounced me as a 
perpetrator of a hqax <1.nd one of 
those was unsigned . Some said they 
believed I was honest .in presenting 
what was told to me but that Dr. 
Gee · was · the perpetrator of the 
hoax. 

Several letter-writers were sure 
they knew who Dr. Gee was. They 
named their man. I, alas, have ye t 
to name mine. As I told John K . 
Hutchens of the N ew Y ork H erald 
T ribune, Dr. Gee isn ' t a secret to 
the Air Force . Let them come ou t 
and name him . I know th ey know 
who he is arid they know I know! 

MaI?-y people have said tha t it 
viould strengthen the whole case if 
I would come right out and name 
D r. Gee. But I am not privileged 
to do this . I belong to an old school 
of journalism. I don' t kiss and te ll. 
Let others betray confidences. I 
stick to an older code. 

I had to tell a H ollywood studio 
that was perfectly willing to buy 
the book for $75,000, provided I 
could give them a clearance on Dr. 
Gee, tha t they were $19,925,000 
shor t in their offer . • 

"Dr. Gee has said he will not 
talk fo r ,$20,000,000," I exolainecl. 
"Didn ' t you read the book before 
you m ade the offer?" 

T hey are still hoping to get the 
clearance, but money doesn't mean 
any thing to me any more. That's 
why I'm asking for such a lot of it . 

Every body remotely connected 
wi th thi s book has reported a cer­
tain amo unt of an noyancl:! from 
Pcn tagoni an snoopers except me . 

Maybe I don't know what pressure 
is any more. Maybe I have to get 
sho t in the head before I believe 
that somebody wishes· I'd shut up . 
I suppose this wa~ no secret to the 
Air Force or the FBI. So I was 
bypassed. I wasn 't hurt, because I 
am convinced Project Saucer must 
have been turned over to the Boy 
Scouts who had rea·d Freud. 

One of the things that convinced 
m e was wha t I heard one day before 
I went East. I sat in my living room 
talking to Gerald H e~rd, a British 
scien tist, K en Crossen, a science­
fiction editor, and M ilton Luban, a 
pic ture critic. We had a caller. 

I recognized him as a pilot who 
had been flying everything since 
1926 and was one of the military 
pilots who came honte from China 
with flying saucer tales, one par­
ticularly about a saucer that en­
circled a plane while flying over 
the Hump and killed the plane's 
engines until the saucer flew away, 
whereupon the engines sta1:i:ed 

· coughing again. H e was now an 
officer in the Civil Air Patrol. 

H e told us he had been out hunt­
ing a lost ship beyond rewhall , 
California, on the. edge of the Mo­
jave Desert, when he spotted a 
saucer. H e tailed it toward Taft 
and then retllrned to his base at 
Burbank . "I drove right over here 
to tell you," he said. I asked him 
when it happened. 'Le than an 
hour agoY· 

Then he looked at hi watch nd 
realized he had to hurry back to 
the ba e and report in. " re you 
going to report the aucer ?" -I 
asked. " ou think I'm crazy?" he 
demand d . " hink I want to be 
asked to lie down on a couch and 
havt: the psychiatrists take over;> 
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That's why I'm telling you instead." 
Grown men would have nothing 

to do with the Pentagonians any 
more. Seasoned pilots preferred to 
report to me, a civilian, which 
shows you how far off base the 
Pentagonians have gone and ho,v 
far afield they have led those who 
have followed their party line to 
the effect that believers in flying 
saucers. are victims of either per­
sonal hallucination or mass hys- . 
teria . 

The extremes of be.lid and dis- · 
belief in the entire Saucerian saga 
might be reduced to two letters. 
O ne from a 14-year-old amateur 
astronomer, the other from a crank 
w h o remai ns nameless and is prob­
ably ageless . 

"Dear M r·: Scully," wrote the lad 
in impeccable English , "I read with 
great interest the review on your 
new book "Behind the Flying Sau­
cers" in the Sunday issue of the 

Los Angeles Times, and I'm look­
ing forward to buying a copy. 

"I thought the enclosed pictures 
would be of interest to you. The 
negatives are available for inspec­
tion at any time by appointment. 
Several prominent amateur astron­
omers have examined the negatives 
and tome to the decision that they 
could only be flying disks . 

"I am an amateur astronomer 
and 14 years old. • I have done a 
good deal of photographing celes­
tial objects, and this . is the way I 
acq ui red these pictures. 
. "Photo number one is, as you can 

see, a saucer trail. It is a six-hour 
exposure of the _ northern regions 
and the North Star's trail can be 
seen in- the center. The disk, not 
to my knowledge, was evideritly 
hovering in space when I opened 
the shutter of my camera. Then it 
moved to · the left and hovered a 
while longer. Then it flew off vary-

i.L 
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ing in speeds as the light shows, 
until it flew out of range. Either 
there is another · disk or the same 
one stopped again at the edge of 
the photo. . 

"Photograph number two ( ta.ken 
the _same night, before number one ) 
shows an· individual· saucer · flying 
right at the camera. This is a 30-50 
second exposure._ The exhaust or 
an _ illuminated cloud can .be seen 
near it. 

"All sorts of explanations have 
been taken into consideration and 
only the one answer can be reached. 

"I wil} appreciate heari-ng ·from 
you. 

"Sincerely yours, 
I van Courtright 
419 28th Ave., 
Venice, California." 

The other extreme is best repre­
sented .by a doubting Thomas from 
W_heeling,. West Virginia . He ad­
dressed me simply as "Frank Scully, 

Hollywood, Calif." There are sev­
eral Frank Scullys in Los Angeles, 
but I once helped postmen to get a 
raise in wages and ever since they 
have given me first refusal on any 
letter to a Frank Scully incomplete-
ly addressed. . 

I publish the letter just as it came 
out of the crank case_ His queries 
seem to lack question marks but he 
put some extras in at the end be­
fore deciding not to sign the letter. 

"If you know so damn much 
about fly saucers," he ~ rote, "why 
?on't you keep it to yourself. Did 
1t ever occur to a great mind like 
yours that they w an t to keep it a 
secret. . If some of our potentia l 
enemies have a coupla pieces of the 
puzzle missing, I'm sure ou can 
supply them with the answers. If 
it's applause you're looking for--0 • 
we're clapping, Mr. Scully, bu t for 
whom-Them or Us ?????" 

Should I tell • him ? ■ ■ 
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Had flying aucer manned by 
ere three f eel . talJ actualJ y 
landed on Earth? That wa the 
que tion. This i how TRUE 
and Mr. Cahn found the answer 

F 
or £our month~. aa·oss 4,500 mi les a nd 
fi e wes tern states. I rrack.ed down visiLOrs 
from the pla net Venu . 
It was a famascic assignment. The sto ry 

J was to dig up i( J cou ld wa th e weirdes t that 
a.oy reporter could dre:iro oi havi ng handed to 
him. 1( I (ound the Ve nusia n , I couldn 't 
interview them , even if I k.n ew how LO speak 
their language. For they were dead, those 
strange little beings, from unknown causes­
half of their number crisped by bea t LO a 
dar brown olor. 

They'd come out of the ky in fl ying sau cers. 
1 job was to bring their stoq• down to earth . 

I go t it-their full inside story. A nd tho ugh 
I didn't find the dead Venusia ns, J. un ­
covered som e rather fantasti livin g harac­
t rs . . 

0 n th cres t of th wave of pub lic ex ite­
me nt about Hying saucen in the sp r ing o f 
1950 came n ws from th W st tha t top ped 
any of the hundreds of sau e r r ports ch;1t 
had b en r corded up to th;it time. N ws­
pap rs everywh r print d and reprinted th 
rumor that, in D nver, s·v ra.l busin ssm · 11 

had b • n shown piec.es of m t;il, small geu~. 
and a urious Jiu] radio set. · hes thin gs, it 
Wil S ~a,d , had been ta en from a fall n fl yi ng 
.iuc.er. 
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A True Book-Length Feature 

The . witch -trick clisk at left , a 5e piece. ;in cl the unknown met.ii. Leo A. GeRauer .. . last link in an investigative ch.rin. 

F lying Saucers and ~HUE 

T1t U E wa s th e fir st publication lo di cuss fl yin g 
saur er s lo gically and co mprehensiv e ly . In J anuary 
1950 th e m emora bl e a rticle, The Flyi n g Sau.r.ers 
A re H ea l , announ ced our r ea;o n ed conrln sio n 
th a t th ey we re int erplan etary in o ri gin. Four 
n t icles in ; ub -,equ ent i ssues detail ed importanl 
new sightin g . Tl,e u .S. Air Forre meanwhil e di ;;­
mi ssecl 11, e san <'e rs as mi sinte rpretations, hoa xes, 
o r h a lln cinal ions. 

Event ; slr e rq; th en ed T11uF.'s pos ition . Stran f.! <' 
sky objects k e pt appe:iring. So m e sr ienti s1s al · 
rempt ed to ex plain th em away as "sk y ho ok .. 
b a ll oo ns or, alte rn ati vely, li ght r e fra cti on;; fr om 
at m o,phe ri c layers of warm air- in e !Tect, mira ges. 
Ne ilh er ex plana li on fitted a ll 1he fac ts. R ecentl v 
th e Air For<·e r eo pen ed and intensifi ed it , saul' e;· 
invc~ti ga 1i o n . 

H oaxes, a "'ell as mi , take; an d ha llu c: inari o ns, 
thP.n: lrave been ancl probabl y will he. W hen 
any nrnjor hoax i; detec ted , T 1w v. wi ll c~ pose it­
in lh 1< p11blir· intere; J, and to lr t: lp remove douhl 
from 111 1: r P. &ponsih le, authenl ic sightin gs t h at 
m;,y , r11neda y M,lve th e fl yin g oa 11 rer ridcll c. 

- Th e F.,Lilors 

__ • 1 ·1i e me tal was a n unknm,v11 stuff that defied a nalysis . 
I he gear s- we ll . they loo ked like ordinary gears . The tube-· 

less r<1d1 0 se t , however, was really somethin g; it beeped 
every filt ee n n11nutes, exact ly on the quarter h o urs , with a 
s_rn g le br,d e th erea l tone-note that was seem ing ly a signal 
I rom llU ter spa ce . 

T h;1L much was in the publi c prints a nd 0 11 che nation 's 
bro;iclcas t cha nnels . \Vhat l didn ' t know the n ,vas chat twci 
TRUE writers already investigating th e ma tter were rnee cin u­
ocldl y evas ive r_es istance. ln D en,·er , Don a ld Keyhoe w~~ 
ha,·rn g no luck rnducrng a man nam ed Koe hler, who appar­
entl y had . kn owledge of th e intrig·uin g objects. co produce 
them _lor rn spe~uon. ln California, Ri chard Tregask.is was 
permrtt cd by l; rank. Scully, columnist for th e th ea tri ca l 
newspa p er Variel)' , co finger for a few moments a small 
disk o f nameless me ta l that was part o[ th e same sa ucer 
l_oot ;i ncl to lis te n - but no <Ju es tions, pl ease- to a ta le of a 
la ll e n sa ucer s~cre tl y seen and exam ined by a1,011ymous 
~c:1enwts. T he rnlormation that Koe hler and Scull y shared 
- th ey checked on each oth er by telephone-belo nged to 
the m, th ey mad e cl ear; th ey would divul ge o nl y so much 
a nd 11 0 mo re; the ir sources absolutely h ad to remain un ­
ide n1.if1 cd and p ro tec ted ; Scull y would write it hi s own 
way or no t a t a ll. ln short, take it or leave it. On such 
arbi trary Lcrms, ch e pick was obvious. Falle 11 -sa ,1 ce r sto ries 
were n 'L, in fact , n ew eve n a t th a t tim e. lia ck o n Jul y !.l, 19-17, 
on ly Lwo wee ks a lter pri, a te-fli cr I en11 eth Arr1old had 
:tl cn ccl th e nation with hi \ 11i11 e disks seen skippin g "s,\u cer­
l ik e" n ear Mt. R a ini er , Southwes t n ews papers h cad liu cd 
tha1 a ( ;1p1un:· d di sk th a t had fall e n 011 a 1cw i\ l r.:xi<0 
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For th e a uthor, ilas ewto n drew dimensioned sketch of flrst sa ucer that landed and diagrammed the "system of 9's." 

r;mch was a d ud . Thnl o n e, wh en delivered to the Eighth 
, rmy Air Force, was iclen tir1 ecl ;is a tinfo il -covered rdlcctor 
from a weather b;tlloo11 . 

The ral'aged sa ucer a nd its co l le< t io n o f parts per sisted 
in un-.·e rified versions throu g h the spring and summer or 
l'J'>0 . Then, on Sep tember 8, it ca m e a li ve with a bang. 

On that date, th e publ,,hing fi rm o f H e nry H o lt & Com­
pany , Iri e, relea~ed upon a \;rnce r -hungry world a 2'.1 0-
page brink by Fra nk Scull y e 11titl ed IJ ehi11d Lh e Fi)'ing 
.\n1Jrers . In it, Sm il y, vouch ed lo r by hi s publi sher , un ­
l,u1 de11ed himse ll o l hi s secret. There wa\11 ' t jus t a s i 11 g le 
ratl<: 11 \irncer, but three o l th em . Fo u r, act u a ll y, if )'<> 11 

wanted to count th e one that go t away. 
Scully o tlegorica ll y an nou1Hed - no ifs o r buts o r m.i ybes 

- th at he was in contau with perso nages o f hi g h standing 
.,.-ho Ind not only ,een th e three stra nd ed sa u cers, but 
cxarn 111 ed them c.losely, and th ;1t beyond ;rn y ques tion th e 
< ralt were from a planet other tha n Earth, prcsum;1bl y 
\/c11u~ They arried lull crew\ o f perfec tl y formed Jillie 
n1e11, a h<iut three fee t tall , all d ead on or sho rtl y a ft e r 
;,r11vdl. -, he u1rp\e!> we1c ta kt·11 away by the Air Force 
... i.,<11 ;,ppro pri a ted th e ,,n1< erh. Scully implied th a t , a lt er 
.,,,me w<::re di,,N tcd , 111ost ol th e lntl e men rece ived i11 -
d1·((·11t u11IJUr1;,l 111 F'n of p1 <. kl111 g fluid . 

·1 he first h)l ,H t ~hip land d · ;1st o l /\Lte1 , New Mex1w . 
ILn111g watc.hed 11 111 th <' upper a unobphere ;1~ it ap­
JH,,dtfwd , 1111· A ir /·11111· h ad IH·t·n a ble to 1al111la tc it s lan'cl 
111g 1,l;,1e d1JM•ly ,Jll d tlw y gil t tl l<'Jt: pr t tt y quHk . ·1 hey 
, , 11t ,,u1 ;, ru , h, oil 1111 "gr,11111 "l 1·1g h1 ,, w11 t1 , t,, ,pet 1,111 , 1, 
"' .. ,., 11·1 J11og111·1J1 Jt·M·,1 11 h , lw .. decl l1 y .i top ,wtl1 11 rJt v 111 
1)1dl fwld 1JI btudy, J 111,111 wf11JJ11 ~,u ll y 11111lcl rl'ft'T to ll11l v 
1, y tl1t· 111111") p~n,d,,11)111 ' 1)1 L,·l·" 11 11' c· i.i 11nl bttc 11t1,h 

came a-fl ying. It was from the lips of Dr. G ee h imself that 
Scull y, much la ter, heard th e d e ta il; . 

The ship was whole and practically u11marred ; having 
evide ntl y m ade a gentl e pan ca ke la ndin g. Fo r two days, the 
sne11t1sLs hovered a round at ,. safe cli sL111ct:. te, t ing with 
C e1gcr rn untc-rs and photographi11g . Th e n they closed in. 
There see m ed to be no visibl e doo r to the cab 111 -like 
scrunure in th e depressed cemer o r th e ,a ucer. Through 
a broke n porthole window- the o nl y a p parent damage 'to 
th e ship- th ey co uld count six teen bodies of little men . 
Probing ins id e wi th a long pole, they hit a knob o n the 
o ppos ite wa ll , a nd a door ll ew ope n. The scientists entered. 

They ca rri ed the li-ul e bodies ou t and laid thcm on the 
g rou11d . Dressed a like in a d ark-blue 1111ilonn garment , the 
saucerians , d es pite th e ir m eas urements of 36 to 12 inches . 
were 110 mi ss ha p e n dw arfs ; they , ere as 11orma l in a ppear­
a nce an d well -_proport1011 ed as any earih ling . The on! 
th 111 g w10 11g wnh the m was th a t their ski11 ,eemcd co be 
<. h ;i rred a n ry dark choco late co lor, as 1f their bodie had 
been subj ected to much hea t. 

Th e , hip 11 ex 1 received th e srientists' attention . Ther 
wa, no e 11 g- i11 e o r o th er m eans of propulsion. Dr. Gee de­
clu Led th a t it h a d o p erated u y utili zi11g the earth 's magne­
ti sm , ga 111111 g- mo u on by cross111g the magne ti c Jines of 
loru:. The con trols a ppea red tu he th e I.Ju1to11 011 ;111 111 tru -
1\H' llt board . Th e sc ie nti ~LS d ecid ed I\Ot tu Ir ' p ush,n u the 
IJ111~om betause th ey dt:lu ' t know wh;1t would h ,ippe ,;"' 

I h e 1Hat e11al of th e ship puult'd th 111 . t't lig ht - two 
0 1 th11·1· 11\l' I\ togl'ther could lilt 0 11 e ~1 dt• o l tlw ,lllt er 
1,l11<h m ea~ 111 ed 99 <J\J / 100 lee t 111 d1 ,1111t' tl'I ,t l1101..nl like 
,tl11111111L1111 !Jilt w.1, 11 ' t. In the l,il11H .1t,11 y 1t 1,·o uld pr, \\·e lo 
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o n e ,d100 I o l lhought a111011g astro11omic:1I r esearc h ers, he fe lt 
th ere w:1s '.1'.01-c l_ik elihood of human habitation 011 V e nus th an 
on ;\ l;1rs. lh e littl e 111 e 11 's size pointed that way, too : if they 
had CO lll e tro111 i\L1r\ , th ey wo uld probably be three or four 
lim es as \;1rge as p eople on Earth . 

IL w:,~ ex <ecdi11 µ; ly intc rc,Li n )4 to th e doctor that the diameters 
of th e s:111 cc r \ were exart ly <J<J 99/ 100, 72, and 3G feet. that th e 
m eas111T n1 e nls of th e large \hip's ca bin were 18 feet across and 
72 111< h t·~ hi g h ;111d th a t it \ top projected 1.i inchc~ aboq; the 
lev e l nl th e disk e cl ge, whi ch was e lcvatc cl 27 inchc, from the 
s.iuccr l> ;1sc l in e, and that th e c;1 hins and di .s k sbnt of the \rna ll e r 
sh~ps :ver C' i11 re lati ve proportion to th e fi K111T'i for the Llr~c 
sh 'P· h>r a ll th ese mc;m1rernents were cli visib lc by '1 . That incli • 
c:1tecl to th e sc 1e nl1 sts th at the Venusians used a math c inatical 
muhod . nol unlik e 011rs . known as the: "syste m of 'l' s." 

Bu t th e doctor .incl his group were to ha ve little chancc of 
J>rCs<; 1n g- th e ir inciuiri es further . T he Air Force took ov er the 
sh ips :rnd se_nL them presu mably to th e government J;1bor.itorie.s 
at \,Vri g hL h eld a t_ Da yto n , Ohio- c xcepl the little ship , which 
res ted tor awh ile 1n t(1e_ doctor' s laboratory and then w;1~ di ~­
rn a nt lcd a nd sen l lo 101n lhc others. The doctor and hi~ col­
le;t!,!; UCS h ::d hoped , in tim_e, to work out a pl:in where b y they 
co uld rn ;1k e certa in tes ts w1Lh the dil[erent push buttons on the 
instnrn1 e n t boards and so gain clues to th e sec.ret of 111a«netic 
p ro pub io n. , v h e n h e: nex t saw the instrument boanl 1:r the 
la r1,?;e sh ip , it hacl , to h is am;izemen t and chagrin , b een broken 
up ;rnd :ill or l he in n er ""ork ings torn .ipart. Since Air for ce 
so u ve n ir hunters Ii .i d a ln .: ad y liftc<l a nu111bc r of ite ms , he ~:1id, 
he g r a bb ed a few thin g-s himse lf- not as trophies, but tn use 
lo r r esea rch . All h e h ad Lo show fo r his labors on the sa ucers 
was a n1bcl ess r ::i clio rece ive r .ibo ut the si ze of a c ig-areue pack­
;1gc, sn 111 e gea rs, so m e slll :dl cli sks, an<l o th er items that co uld be 
ca rri ed in th e pocke t. 

[Con ti11u c cl from jJage 19) 

o f h eat in ~c ie nt-i r1 c effo rts to cle Lermin e its co lllpos iti o n . Dis­
mantl111g Lh e ship Lurn ed o u t to be a problem . Th ere wer e 
n o rl\Th .. bolts or screws , a nd its stru cture de fied $:,5,000 
wonh of d1_.i m o nd drill. . A h er ,1 lo ng stud y, it w:1s rou nd Lo be 
assembled 111 segments , fi tted in_ groo ves a nd p inn ed togeth er 
a~o un <l th e base. D1~a_ssembly _d1sclosecl a gea r co mple tely en ­
circl111 g th e bo u o m o l the ca bin th a t fill ed a g-e.ir aro und the 
sau ce r b;1~c. E,·1den tly the sa u cer r im spun :iro und th e ca b in ­
not tor ;11 1y aerod ynami c lift or thru st , Dr . Cce sunn i.~ed , b ut as 
;1 so n ol gyro~cop ic b;il:1nci ng d ev ice . 

There " ·ere o th er in u·ig uin ?; matters- lit tl e wa tchlike tim e­
pieces in the crew·s clothing that rneasured ofl :1 29-d ay rn ;1g ne ti c 
mo 11tl1 , lood w::ifers that a mp ly no uri sh d Libora tory gui11 e.1 
pigs ,_ a nd hcav~, wa ter for th e crew's liqu id in take. ·nut th e 
cr u c 1al l a< tor - th e m eans ol Jllag n e Li c p ropu lsio n- Dr. Cce was 
not w ha, e th e: opportunity to so lve, then or late r . 

The sec.o n<l sa ucer Linclcd n ea r a provi ng g ro u n d in Arizu n.i. 
I ts door stood open whe n it was fo u nd a ncl iLs six tee n dead 
crewmen were nol burned o r browned. The sc ie ntis ts co ncl uded 
that Lhcy had died a ft er the d oor was ope ne d , from th e sudden 
exp,,~u1c t,i Ea rth :1ir in th ei r ca b in which w;1 s proh:,h ly e ith er 
vacuu111cd or prns uri , ed to th e: Jtmospherc: c, f th e ir p la n t:L Intl 
not oun. Thi s ship was smaller than th e r1rs t, measu ri n g- 72 fee t 
in diameter. 

1 IH: third ship alighted in Arizona's Para di se Va lley, ri g ht 
aho,e P hoenix , ,rn d 1l wa~ diffcrem from th e ot h ers i11 l1eing 
only a '.Hi- foot two-sea ter a nd having a three -point landin g gc:;1r 
c,,ml~lln~ o f bL<:el )) ;.ills rt>lling in sockets. On e liLLl e m a n lay 
h:.df ,,u1 <if all e~uip<: hatch ; th e: o th er sti ll sa t in a bucke t sc; ,t 
beJ.,r<· tl1e <.o nuol hoa rd , hi s hc:;id slumped 011 hi s ches t. llnth 
dc-,id ·1 hey l111/u;,;ht th e total wl l LO thirty-fo ur . 

~e\(:Jal 11tl1cr ~;i uu·1 i;.inb were 111orc: fortullat c - or th e I s~on 
,,f 1he11 prede((:,~<Jn' deaths had l, e ll l e:1 riwd . Th t~e v ibiLOr~ 
arrJ\ ed 111 a f,1u1 tl1 bauc<: r whid1 memb.e rs ol Dr . G ee's research 
g1ou1, <,JJJI(· up1111 ty111g e1n 1,1 y, near a gove rnllt Clll provi nR 
grr,u11d ' I JH s,w1111btb 1elurnc:d IO th ei , ,ar for c;1 11 wr;1s and 
e::qu l)JIJJ < 11t and ob tliey ap11roac h ed till· ~hip again th ey ~aw 
1,ever al 11111<- 111<· 11 l101, int" the ~a 11cu , w l11d1 1m t;111ll y di .,a p · 
pc- a red-1H1t flew .i"<1Y, liut v;.J1ml1ed ;1b ii ll had di ,b111' l' d i11Lo 
a ir . 

VVJ 1c-r- had 1he bau,1-11, ui11w J101n ? Op<·1at111 g 0 11 111 ;1g 11< ·1i , 111 , 
wl11d1 1s a n e /l ect ,,/ <.l ec.t111J1 y-w l1Hh t1.i v!'h, J1b· li gh t , ,11 a 
r;i1c 1if l!H, ,OO(J milt\ a br-1r J11d - tl1 ey <<wld li ,Jv ,· 111,11il' ,'1011 
W()f ,,r tl1c· II ii, lr111r1 , IJIY ,,I tlw 111·,111·1 ,,1.i1wtb i11 IHII bll l ,1 1 
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Sho rtl y L11 e rc:1 l tc r , in .July l ~49 , Dr. Gee se p arated himse lf 
fro 11 1 the goverrnne nt se rvice. Fo r the t remendous wurk. he li ;!<l 
d o n e as lead er o( a billi o n -dollar m agn et ic-detection re~c1rch 
progra m th a t , d uring th e war had knocked out the Japanese 
submarin e m e n ace, h e h ad received $7,200 a ye::ir. H e quit to 
turn hi s kn owl ed ge to the u se of industry w h ere h e could make 
:1 m o re prnli ta h le in come . As a specialist in geomagne ti cs, he be­
ca m e a rn n~u I tan t LO a wealthy ?il m a n , h !mseH a geophysicist, 
who was u s in g 111 strurn ents o[ his own d esi gn to make a 111ic:ro-­
w_ave survey o f th e underlyin g formatio ns o( the ;\l ojave Dc:.en. 
1 h e o il man was a n o ld fri end of Frank Scully; through him, 
Scull y h eard sorne Lhrn g o f the fall e n sau cers and came to met'.l 
D r. C ec o n a t leas t two occas ions whe n the sc ientist visited Cali­
fornia from Phoe nix o n bus iness . The sc ie nt ist talked fr eely o[ 
Lh c s;1 uccn to th e o il 111 ,Ln and Scully - this was in the fall of '-l9-
;111 d 0 11 a b Le r , is it b ro ught a lo n g the tiny r adio , the gears, and 
some ph o togr;q >h s. 

c a11 1e l!l_e h eg 1 ~-111:1g )! f \ % 0 a nd , _i n the op1_n10n of cul~y. 
. the 1 e1g 11 o l e r 11>1 and r e press 10 11 : the Air Force put tts 

l' n >J eCt Sa u cer u11d er~ro und , d enied everything. and hv SO 

dorng se t u p be tw ec: 11 th e p eo p le and the goYernment a do.uhlc 
sta nd ard o [ m or a li ty. Security b ecame a dread threat . cicnti · ts 
kn ew be u cr th a n to t; t\k . Fl;rtherm or e, scientist ha,·e to h;1vc 
go\'ern m e nL-~o nLro llcd m a ter ials fo r r esearch, wh ich might not 
be 111:i <l e ava il ab le L<> those who refuse to cooperate. 

ll u L Scull y, in possess io n now o f the data , would have none 
o l th is b ur c;1 ucra l ic nrn n l in ~ which , he aid, tifl cs rree inquiry 
a n d b reeds tear . Th,n1gh " D r . • 's" idcntil h ad to be ,,k­
~uarded , n c ithl'r Scu ll y nor th e oi l man, a so bound. thouuh 
the latter , l> e i1 1g invo lved wi th th e go ernmcnt on ·o me to1>­
secre t c\ e;tl s, Ji ;1c\ Lo trea ll arcfull . 

To Les t 1rnhli c rccepti ity to the :iuccr re,clation . the oil 
111an -gcophysicist a ppear ed as an anonymo us ~ue t lecturer 
bcfo1 e a U11i, e r,ity o l D e nv er c l mentar -science lb · 011 ~l.\ ffh 
H, l 'l:'JO , c~ t••1t ed l> y C co1gc T . Kochler , wh o i~ .1 ~.1k~11,.rn [or 
De11\' c r radio station Ki\ 1\'R. The lect urer told in det.11I 1)( 
D r . C c<..:'s fi11di1l ;.\\ a lld drew ~ome l>lad,bo;1ul d1.1~1 .,m, . N t.·W 

of th e lect ure k ;1ked . of cour e , l>eyund the d111,tc1ed ,_. ,d h . 
;ind th e h ow -tornc of uni\'en ity ·po11sorsh1p 1.11 cd ;1 loul 
te111pc, t that likw oil th ln turer' · dna'- t)l .,no n)tllity . Hi 
11 ;1111 c was Sila~ '.\ I . 1e 1,•t1111 . The impon,111t th in ~ \\' .b th.H 50 
1> <: t I e 111 ol hi, li ~tt·nn, \\'er u> n\'il\ • d by hi~ lel.l ure- a nll\· 
~1dt•1,1l>ly lil'lt1 ·1 li l,( Ul c th ;111 the :!ti pe ne11t ll( 1he pe1)ple 
q1H' bl1 om·d in a 11,1t1011 -widc 1H1 blic1)pi11io11 poll will) belie , ed 
Jlt,tt fl\'lll g ,,t ll (l' I~ \\'1.'.ll' I •; i\ . 
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Frank Scully Lh en wroLe his boo k, acknow ledg ing the role of 
N ewwn but shi el~ling Dr. G ee, and se lling forth everythi ng 
that Lhcse LW0 em111 e nt men had told him a bo ul the captured 
s.iu cers and th e liule me n from Venus. 

Th e boo k so ld some 60,000 co pi es a l $2 .75, was d igested by a 
magaz in e o f la rge circu bLi o n , reprinted a nd wid ely sold as a 
paper-bo und 25-ce n~ vo lum e, and dis u sed in newspa pers 
ab roa d . I l a ffened , 111 so me degree, o ne way or another, the 
thin k i11 g o f n11ll 1o n of peo ple. 

The laCL tha t iL was a lo ud ly bad boo k was bes ide the po int. 
R eviewers' o pi~'inns r ;i nged fro m amused ly to lera nt to st ingi ng, 
a few re;1( h1ng rn ~l,gnall o n. \ ,Vilh a pitchman 's sh ;i llow gli bness, 
, rnll y ga rbl ed sC1e nLdic co nce pts, comrnd icted himseH in d e­
ta il s. a ncl comrn illecl rudim e nLary errors tha t wo uld shame a 
h igh-s(h ool fr es h ,~an . Yet th e impact o f h is staggering story and 
it · ba 1c 11nplica t1 o ns were Lhere. 

U nl es ... . this wa s a g iga nti c j oke? f ra nk cully 's last previ­
ous l1 Lerary prom in e nce , as,de fro m h is wee kly co lumn of 

o mm cnt 111 th e how-busin ess Varie ty , was th e au thorship o f a 
boo k ca ll ed Fun in B ed, a hann les co ll ec tio n of a necdo tes, 
ga mes, and o Lh cr am using trivia fo r co nva lescents. Bu t if Behind 
t he Fly ing Saucers was wn gue- in-chee k humor, it was in pre tty 
bacl Las te . 1 t acc used m il itary o lf, cials o f o ur government of being 
a pack of l ia rs a ncl blackm ai lers. T ha t wasn ' t fun ny. 

Th r n .. was il a hoax , Gra n-t ing, in a chap ler in his book 
devo ted to th em, tha t sc ien Lifi c hoax es o f all sorts had bee n 
pul led 0 11 in Lhe past a nd prese nL , Scu lly specifi cally stated in 
h is ea rnes t-soundin g p refa ce, ". . I have never part icipa ted 
in th e perpeLra tio n o f a hoax o n fl ying sa ucers." And his pub­
l isher, Lh c lo ng-established a nd rep utable firm of H enry H olt & 
Compa ny, saw fi t to preface Scu lly's preface wi th a note of their 
own a l th e beg inning o f Lh e book th a t sa id , " ... we are as 
co nv inced as a ny Lho ughLful pu bli sher c:i n be th a t Mr. Scully 
has a pproached h is subj cc L with prob ity and has in terpreted 
the facts a nd fi g ures g iven him with care a nd ca u tion ." In view 
of th e demo nstra bly low ciu a l ity o f some o f Scull y's fa cts and 
fi gures, wha Lever moved th e ed ito rs of H enry H o lt & Compa ny 
to make such a sta tement is beyo nd understa ndi ng. Bu t W eb­
ster 's Di ctio nar y defin es " p ro bity" as : "Tri ed v irtu e or integr ity; 
moral and inL ellec tu al ho nes ty; rec titud e; uprightness ." If H olt 
took Lhe trouble to go o n record as say ing tha t th eir author 
approa(hed his su bjec t wi th moral a nd in tell ectual hones ty, 
certa inl y there m ust be somethi ng to it. 

The fa sc ina Ling Case of th e Littl e M en from Venus _couldn 't 
be ht u~hed a t a nd it cou ldn ' t be ig nored . T here remam ed the 
·.iLa l qu e~ tio n , bigger th a n ever : 

W as i l tru e? 
If iL was n ' t, th en a grea t ma ny ho nes t peopl e wer e being 

d iddled , deceived , and de lud ed. If it was , th en on e of the grea t­
esl stori es in th e world was 1,ei ng smo thered . Either way, a pub­
lic se rvice wou ld be accom pl ished by fi nding out the trl:'th. 

A newspaper , th e San Francisco Chroni.cle, and a magazm e, 
T RUE, particul a rl y wa nted to know. And tha t was where I, as a 
spec ia l reporter, came in to Lh e p icture. . . 

Aside from Scull y, there were Lwo people dealt with m the 
book who could cle frni Lcly cl ea r up the ques tio n , if they wan ted 
LO or could be p ersuaded Lo . 

One of them was Sil as M. Newto n, the oi l man, from whom 
Scull y had orig in ally heard th e story . . . 

-1 he other was Lh e m ys terio us Dr. G ee, th e su persc1ent1st 
who co nfirmed it and was fo rced inlo anonym ity and silence, 
Sc. ull y irnplied , by th e threa t of governm ent in terference with 
hi s ~upply o f essenti al resea rch ma teri a ls. . . 

The fi rsl move, however, seem ed Lo be lO talk th ings over wllh 
Scull y himsel f. 

AL fir ~t glance, Frank Scu ll y is a reassurin g person_. H e is a 
la rge, fri end ly man of Hr iki ng appea rance . H e ,s ke_enly 
awa re th a l in profil e he ra ther rcsernhl es a Stu art port rait of 
G eorge W aslii11 gwn. H is ha ir is clo ud -white and his co mplexion 
rndd y. H is V()ice, partirnl ar ly when he is excite~, which _is 
o fl en , is high and harsh a nd loud enough to do red 1t to a tram 
ca ll er. 

H e lives in a midd le-aged , c.o mfo rtable, stucco I ome tha t 
gr ips rh e hi llsid es on o ne o f th e o ld n res id en lia l sectio ns a bove 
H o ll ywood . There is no ll1in g- pai ti 111 lar ly rema rka bl e about 
the house excep t perh aps th e fir e-red w lor of the front door a_nd 
Lh e con fu sio n i nsid e. T he Sc. ull y horn e is o ulsla ndrn g as bei ng 
one o f th e world 's worst p lac.es Lo try to 011ducl a c.a l,n , care­
ful in terview. 

T raffic in the Scully l iving room usu ally consis ts of two or 
more o f the five Scully ch ild ren , rangi ng fro m college to crac!lc 
ages, th eir frien ds, two poodles, Mrs. Scu ll_y , who 1s n ecessaril y 
a fast-movi ng and harri ed person, Scully h ims~!£ , a~d a woman 
of all work. At t imes even Scully's p ie rcing voice fa tled to carry 
over th e bed lam. . _ 

The Scully household, if a li ttl e difficu lt on the _interviewer, 
is o therwise norm al and common p lace. I t seemed incongruo us 
as a ce nter o f fl yi ng-sa ucer knowleclg~. . 

Sit t ing in h is easy ch air and holdin g the ba b y rn o ne arm 
wh ile h e fe nd ed o ff poodl es with the other , Sc ull y tole! m~ ver_y 
much the sa me story about the saucers tha t he set dow n m his 
book. . 

Alth ough the ora l ve rsion was not on e wh i t clear~r , it was c~m­
siderab ly more vehement , parti cularly t_h e po rti ons d ea lm? 
with government o ffi cia ls who deny the ex isten ce o f the saucers. 

As he talked , Scully gave me the i~press ion tha t h e had_ o nly 
the vagu es t idea of wha t he was ta lking about but h e bel ieved 
every word he was say ing. . _ 

With very l ittl e prom p ting, he suppl~mented his story with 
lett ers he had received in respo nse to h is book . Some o f th~n:, 
denounced h im ; others praised h im m ight ily; one askc_d w1th 
superb naivety, " I h ear your story is a hoax. Pl e~se wntc a nd 
tell me if you are a hoax." Hun d reds o f them sp !ll ed over th_c 
d esk in his clu ttered stu dy , ampl e proo f o f the impact of his 
book . Some of the letters co ntained pictures. 

At one poin t Scully h au led out a pa ir of photographs sup­
posed ly taken by a.-n am a teu r as tronom er . Certa inly they ,~ere 
taken by a n ama teur pho togra ph er. They were m urky views 
of the sky bordered a t the bo tto m by w~a t seem ed to ?e the 
roof of a small bu ilding. O ne o f the pnn 1.:5 showed a Jagged 
streak across th e sky as if so_meon e _fumbhn_g a round m th e 
dark room had spilled something on Jt by mistake. The other 
h ad a large blo t on it. .. , 

Scully eyed the two photographs somberly. T heres ~ p ~r­
fec t contro l fac tor ," h e said poin ting vagu ely a t someth1_ng in 

the pi ctures. "Sau cers, mos t likely, bo th of them. I get th is son 
of thing all the time. " 

§ ince no thing in either p ic ture was co1~ prehensible, i~ was a 
little hard to ge t wha t Scully was dnvrng at. H e sa id that 

the nega tives could be produced for inspection. I though t" 
p r iva tely that inspecting them hardly seemed worth the effort . 
Even if the nega tives were un altered , they wouldn ' t prove any­
thing. 

Nor, for tha t ma tter , would Scully. 
Stoutly mainta ining tha t he was pledged to secrecy. he re­

fused to nam e his chief source of in fo rmation , D r. G ee. H e hacl 
promised Dr. G ee not to reveal any mor e of the story than he 
had se t down in his book, and by God, he wasn ' t going to break 
tha t promise. If the govern me nt cracked down on G ee, i t 
wasn ' t going to be Scully's fa ult. 

N or would h e produce any of the objects tak en from the 
saucers- the little radio, the gears , or the disks of unknown 
m etal. Scully cla imed tha t all th is m ateri al was now out of h is 
h ands. 

As for his one other source of informatio n named in the 
book, Silas M. N ewton , Scully was very cagey abou t producing 
him, ei ther . Scully had wr itten lhat ewton was "one o[ the 
grea t geophys icists of the oil industry, wi th a record of successfu l 
explora tory opera tions that was su rpassed by none ... a great 
a thlete in his college years . . . a golf ch ampion . . . the man 
who red iscovered the grea t R angely oi l field in Colorado . . . a 
p a tro n of the arts . . .. " N ewton had se t u p an indep endem o il 
company in Denver , of wh ich he was sti ll president. H e wa. a 
very busy ma n, Scully told me, and was continuall travel ing­
o n impor tan t, secret, government busine s. H i Los . ngeles 
telephon e number was unl isted . Scully would not divu lge it nor 
would h e say where N ewto n lived . 

And thus ended my first interv i w with the author of Behind 
the Flying Saucers. Getting behind th a ucers , o uld have to 
wait ; I was go ing to have trouble eno ugh , it appeared, ge tting 
beh ind Fran k cully. 

A True Book-Length Feature 
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THE FLYING SAUCERS AND THE 
MYSTERIOUS LITTLE MEN 

Fo r maybe a wee k o f int ermit te nt co ntacts , Scull y a nd I 
played game , with me tryin g Lo find o ut where Newton was a nd 

cull y trying to kee p me from it and neither o [ u s lett in g on to 
the o her wh ;1t we were rea ll y doing. 

\ i\lhile we were po li te ly scrimm aging l tri ed a kind o f end-ru n 
play, but it didn't work . I fi g ured Lh a t since N ewton was such 
a big m;in in th e o il business I shou ld be abl e to ge t to him by 
finding someo n e else in th e o il bu sin ess who kn ew him . I te le­
phon ed Curtis J ohn so n o[ Gen eral Petro leum ; Bas il Ka ntzer 
ol Union Oil ; Fra nk iVIorg;i n o f Ri chfie ld a nd C. v,,. M arch 
and H arry G odde, bo th of Sign a l Oil & G as . 

'one of th em had ever li e;i rd of il as 1Iason N ewton . 
\ ,\f l:.;: with cull y's d escription of th e man a nd th e trouble I 

was h avi ng findin g him, I bega n Lo im ag in e N ew ton as a secre t 
power , a kind of shad ow man , a sort of ir Basi l Zaharoff of the 
oi l industry . 

I n th e [ace o [ cully's r elu cta nce to produce h11n, I might 
eve n h ave b egun to d oubt tha t N ewto n ex isted, 1f it h adn ' t 
been [or o n e [actor. Tha t [ac tor was J\lfrs. Scully. 

Mrs. Scull y i th e k ind of thorou ghly likab le, wholesome 
p erson o[ who m you h ave no doubts . She h ad joined in several 
o[ our conver a ti o n a nd she no t on ly backed u p everythino· 
Scull y .a id a bo ut 1ewLon a nd Dr. G ee but she ta lk ed abo u~ 
ha v in g discussed fl ying sau cer s w ith th em herse l f. It w as abso­
lu_Lely impossibl e Lo think th a t Scull y co uld h ave persu aded his 
wife Lo cl 1scuss co nver s;i tion s with imaginary p eop le. l'v[rs. Scully 
J1a cl d e finit e ly talk ed w ith so meone. The qu es ti o n was , w ho) 

Sudde nl y I found o ut. On e a ft ern oon Scu lly casu a lly a n­
n o un ced th a t ewto n would be at Scull y's ho me that eve ning 
al te r dinn er . If I ca r ed LO drop over , J wou ld be most welcome. 

It wa s ,1 ro und [or Scull y, a ncl th e easy way h e wo n it made 
me fe el lik e a su sp icio us bumpk in. 

S il as N ewton is short and com pact in build . He looked , o n 
th e ni ght I first m et him , like a co nserva ti ve businessm an 

tur n ed j ust a shade H o ll ywoo d. 
H i pale sharkskin slacks w er e no t too pal e, his blue suede 

loafers did noL h a ve 2-in ch cr epe so les, the han d -pi cking o n 
the co llar of hi s li ght sport shirt was r es train ed, his tweed 
sport coat didn ' t look as if it lu cl to be curr ied each morning . 
Th e expensive-loo kin g go ld watch on his w ri st was h eld there 
by a plain, ex p e ns iv e- loo king lea th er s tra p. 

Alt ho ug h h e is in hi s s ix ti es, rew ton looks considera bl y 
yo un g-e r. H e h as the sort o f face yo u 'd ex p ec t to find o n a 
middle- aged elf-ta nn ed, d ee p -sea med , high -browed and crack­
ling with good humor. 

It developed tha t, lik e Scu ll y, N ew ton had n ever seen a 
sa ucer. But h e retold th e stories Dr. Gee h ad given him in a 
firm, convincing voice. H e flun g sc ientific terms around in a 
kind of b arr age. Unfortun a tely, th ey were the sam e sc ien ti fic 
term s Scu ll y had used in his book , th e sam e sau cer stories, an d 
the same little m en , wi th nothin g ad d ed. But com ing from 
Newto n himself, th ey so unded good . 

, 1cw Lon was, in ge neral , th e epitome o f culture, wea l th , a nd 
good brc:c:cling. H e wasn't Loo fa r o fT what yo u 'd ex pec t from 
the pcdigiee Scull y had give n him : g raduate o f Ba ylo r Uni ­
versity and Yale, postgradu a te schol a r a t th e Universi ty of 
Berlin . 

The scien tific terms h e was usin g so fr ee ly reminded me o f 
som<:thing . Gingerly I brought up an error in Sc ull y's book. In 
dc!>cril1ing the preli minary exam in at io n by Dr . G ee's g·roup 
of th<· first ~au(.(: r that la nd ed, Scu JJ y had wr i t ten : "Th ey studi ed 
the ship frnm a dis tance for . . . two d ays, bo mbin g it w ith 
Geiger counLen, cmmic rays, an d o th er protec ti ve d evices." 
In the more scientific reviews o f hi s boo k, Scu ll y h ad · b~e n se­
ver_ely taken to La\k /or t l1 at dc:scr i/Jtio11 , a nd in p a rLicu lar th e 
G e,ger-counu:r lio~nbardrnc:nt wliic 1 is a bo ut lik e st1y i ng th a t a 
doc.tor to<J a pauent'~ temperature b y bombarding him with 
ther,rwrn<:ten . J rn<:1Jl11i11ccl tl1c: ~l11i Lo Newu111. 

"You li ;1vc Lo overlook thi11 g~ lik e th ~1t ," h e sa id . " fr a nk , 
h er e, is not a ~< ie11L1fic. ,nan and h e: did th a t boo k in a11 aw ful 
hurry . If l rnulcl J1;1v e: cli<:ck<:d the proof~ wit l1 him I rou lcl h.i vc· 
ct1 ught a lot r,l CITn : \ likt: th;1 1 on<- th ;n mad e: him look pn:1Ly 
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bad. But I was too busy, see, with tlw top-brass on these govern­
ment projects to help Frank ou t." 

Aft er sparr ing with N ewton for maybe ;i half hour I got down 
to the proposi tion I h ad in mind. 

A fully authenticated announcement that space ships were 
landin g o n Earth shou ld have a very hea lthy effect o n hu ­
manity af ter the shock wore off. If nothing else, such a n an­
noun cem e nt wou ld proba bl y sto p the Korea n war in the interest 
of g loba l so lidarity and th at alone would be worth any risk New­
ton a nd hi s scientists might be taking in brea king the story. 

As a public se r\'ice, th e n , wou ld ·ew ton give me the whnle 
fl yi ng-sa ucer story-n am es, photographs an d everything Scully 
had to leave out of his book to protect Dr. G ee? 

N ew ton th ough t th e proposit ion over soberly. 
Th en h e gave his d ec isi o n : he agreed with my idea , but he 

was n 't sure that the time was right for such an a nnounceme nt. 
At th e moment, he a nd Dr. G ee wou ld have to sacrifice ton 
mu ch if they told all they kn ew. I received the impressio n there 
was so m ethin g else in volved in the s tory of the flying saucers 
th at N ew ton cou ldn't eve n hint at. 

C ertainly he would ta ke up the matter with D r . G ee . If it 
soun ded at all r easo nable to the do ctor, N ewton didn't see any 
reason why h e cou ldn't arrange for me to see some of the things 
taken from the saucers w hile the fin al pla ns for releasing the 
story were being m ade . 

N ew ton said h e h appened to be working at the moment on ;in 
o il -s torage problem fo r the "b ig-brass" n ear San Francisco. If 
he got the go-a head fro m Dr. G ee, h e would meet m e ther e in 
a week . And h e would bring along some of the gears , the disks 
of unkn own meta l a nd m aybe even the l ittle radio if D octor 
wasn't still ex perim enting wi th it. 

llll.Te m et in th e cli g nifiecl Pa l m Co urt r esta urant of the_ Pa lace 
~ H ote l in Sa n Fra n cisco. Scott N ewhall , a n old frie nd of 

min e and Sund ay edi to r of the Chrnnirlr, came a long to see 
wh a t 1 h ad dug up so far. Newha ll wasn't taking the thing 
very se ri o usl y a nd by this time I co uldn 't blame him. Scully 
and Newton had begun to affec t me th at way. Rut w e h ad to 
p lay it stra ight. On e goo cl laug h a ncl N ewton a nd whatever he 
h ad to sh ow ·would b_e gone. A ncl th ere was still just a chance 
th at the m a n actu a ll y hacl th e gr eatest stor y of a ll t ime . 

The mea l cos t $18.20 plus tip but it was worth every cent o f 
it. 1ewto n was in fin e form. 

H e nodded to th e v,;a it ers, wh o all seemed to know him . He 
con ferred with Adolph e, th e maitre d 'h otel , about an important 
m essage he was ex p ec ting. And h e tal ked saucers . 

Gl ea ming sil \'e r ships from til e chill r eaches of th e heavens 
smoked th ro ugh the Palm Co u rt th a t evening to the accom p a• 
nim ent of th e hotel 's sedate s tri ng ensemble . Bureaucrat in 
·washin g ton ·were clarnnecl for withhold ing th e tory from the 
publi c. Dr . Gee a nd his astonish ing accompli . hme nts with 
mi crowave equipme nt in the o il fi elds under Newton's super­
v1s1o n loomed across the backg-ro und of the conversa tion. 
. N :wto n was ex pansive . Smiles sprang o ut of the deep furrows 
111 his tann ed cheeks . H e was confident ial. Squint lines puck­
ered around his p ale eyes. But everyth ing he said, though 
fr esh to N ewh all , was the same thing tha t I' d heard before. 'o r 
once did h e divulge anythi.ng- that wasn ' t a lready m ad e public 
in Scull y's book . 

As N ewto n talked I not iced more and more an odd little 
h a bit. H e kept tossin g in the word " ce" when there wa no 
poi nt th a t r eq uired em phas is. O nly if you con iclered that he 
mi ght be using it as a sta ll in g cl e \'i ce ·while he though t up the 
r est o f hi s s tory did N ewton 's " sec" h ab it ma ke any ensc. 

" This sa ucer th ing, see. l t wo uld keep me o·oi ng twent -four 
ho urs a cl ay if I 'd le t it . I 'm just swamped . I 've got m own 
busin es to a tt end to , and thi gocld amnecl high -bra , ee. 
th ey' re af ter m e a ll the tim e o n thee co nt rac t for the mili ­
Lary." 

It was a stran ge h abit (or a m:111 o nttunecl to the genteel 
spl endor of the Palace H o tel. 

I began to notice th a t 1ew to 11 hnd a nother trnnge habit for 
a man o f hi s ba ckgro und . Ar this tag; dinner , the more h e 
ta lked , th e more he ~wo re. By th e tirn h r ea ll y got h is ga uge 
u p he so und ed l ike a mul e skinner 011 _ at11rday night. lt wa n 't 
quite in kee t)i ng wi th what I ll<l I a h ays cx pectecl of a n o ld 
Ya le rnan , a nd N ewto n had 11 1;i cl c ~ u i t. · a point o f h i d egree 
l rorn Yak. J cl e(iclcd that eit her I dtcln ' l know an ything about 
Yale m en o r Newton's 111 ,1111H'I" o f spea king- h ;1d ~imply b een 
rn lo red by hi s years in th e oi l r,c lcls-C:o lnrad o 's iluge R angely. 



whi< Ii ·,·wton modestly no ted he h ad r ediscovered af ter it had 
been ;1IJ:1nclo11cd l>y the m a_jor o il companies; the rugged waste­
l;ind , o l ·.,vyom1ng ; th e l'vlo jave where hi s cr ews were eve n now 
s11 n ·<·y ing hidd e n d epos its o [ n a tural gas. 

In th e 111iddlc o l a di sc uss ion o f mag n e ti cs , N ewton gla nced 
o\'er h i, , hn11ldcr f11rtiv cly. Th e n h e sucld e nl y lea n ed ove r the 
1;1bk .111<1 l"hcd :1 ,m ud ged a nd wrinkl ed h a nd kerchi e f o ut of 
hi s < n ;II 1>0< kc l. I ts co rn ers were ti ed togeth er a ncl it bulged 
pro111 i,1 ng ly . 

N< •" '1" 11 ~low ly undicl th e kn o ts, gu ardin g th e handk erchief 
wi1h h" h :111d , ;111cl g la n ci ng around th e room to be sure no 
011c " '·" w:11 < hing . 

Fo1 the first ti111 c in th e eve ning he s topped ta lking, m e thod­
ir:il lv " ·nrk 111 g 0 11 th e kn o ts. 

\ VIH·11 he fi11i , hc cl wi th th em h e h eld th e corn e rs o [ th e hancl ­
kc rc li id toge thcr :incl loo ked a t us. 

" Yo u C\'er see a11 ythin g like thi s?" h e asked qui e ll y a nd 
clump(' cl th e co 11t c nt s o l th e h :mclkc rch icf on th e tab le. The 
prcsc nt :1tion «Hildn ' t have bee n m o r e irnprcss i,·e ly 11 0 11 halant. 

Fo1 1r 1n c t:1 I n h1cc 1, l:t y o n the sm oo th t ,1 bl ecl o th . \IVith o ut a 
wo rd from N e wton th ey see m ed to be to u ched with star du t. 

I fe lt my ,to111:1ch g ive a lu rch a nd sto p wo rk in g on th e roast 
b ee f I had 111 s t c:1 te 11 . 

Two n l th e o lij e< 1, were gea rs, fin e-too th ed ;i ncl a bo 11t th e 
size o[ pocke t , ,:i t< li e,. Th e oth er two were di sks, dull -fini shed 
;i nd :1ho1 11 1li c ,i1t· of:, ni <. kc l. H erc a t !:1 st ll'e re th e di ks of 
1111 k 11 0 11' 1\ )ll t' l:1I. 

N e wton ,crnipcd 11p hi s trc:1sures qui ckl y. :1s if h e wnc ;i fr a icl 
th ey 111igh1 , 11dd v11 ly cli s:1p pear , ;i ncl put th em b:1ck into the 
h ;i nd lzcr< Iii<"! . Th e n , o n e b y o n e, h e brought th e m o ut for us 
to c~.1 111i1 H' <ln,c lv. 

Th e 1,,·o di , k, {,,ere id c nti c:i l. Th ere we re no rn:1 rk s o n th em 
c~cept 1i11 y ,u rl' .1<(' 11icks ;i nd scr;it ch es . Th ey k it in credibly 
li g:h t. Th (' 11H·1;;J h :1d ;1 po wd c ry-loo kin l,!; fini sh th a t clicl not 
co m e oil " ·ith rulil>i ng-. 

. lcwh:ill :111d I lon ked at e:ich oth er. N e ith er o f 11 s [e lL much 
l ike l. 111 g h ing 11,>w . 

Th e gc:1r, WL' l<' 1101 :il ike. O n e h :u l ;i tin y g-ca r fitt ccl into the 
ce 11Ler ol it. Th e o th er w;1s so lid an cl on ;i . h :1 fL. N ewton held 
it ;in cl t; 1p pcd iL \\'i Lh h i, knif.e. A clea r . fa int. hi g h-pitch ed tone 
b le nd ed ,,·ith Lhc m u sic o r Lile strin g- e nse mbl e. Su,·prisingly 
cno u g- h. ltn lcl ing- 1lt e ge;1r in your h :i ncl didn ' t h ave a n y damp­
eni ng- cffL-n on the rin g ing- 11 o tc. 

" It ', n1 :1g11 c t i1 cd ," 1e wto n ex pl;1i11ed . .Just b y way 0£ ex­
p cri m c 111 I 10 11 < heel th e _gea r to th e tee! blad e of my knife. 
Th ere dicln't ,cl' lll Lo be :1ny ,n;ign e ti c attr:i c tion be twee n the 
two pie((·, of 111ct.il . N e wL0 11 co uldn ' t exp la in th :1 t , but h e said 
Dr. C cc ha d n 11 ce ex pla in ed it to him . 

Both ,i r th e "C:-trs we re IJlntch ed a nd s tain ed . 
"/\<i d ." s:, id .-, 1c wtnn . " V/ c've su l>j cc ted th e m , see, to 150 tests 

in o u r l:11Jora 1oric, . l. is1c 11 to that note." H e ta pped the gea r 
zig:ii n . '· T1t a1'5 th e note 'A ' o n th e piano." 

O n e o f th e gc;ip; was unm zi rk cd e xce pt for the s tains. The 
o th er h ;1d a , ma ll fat arro w in scr ibed on it in outline. 

Th e ;irrow pointed toward ;i fi g 11rc th a t looked very mu ch like 
;rn ordinary 9. 1cw ton had no ex planation for these inscrip­
tions. 

H e d id . however, h ave so me oth e r thin gs that might be 
i11terc, tin g . Th ey we re in hi s room , he sa id conficlcn ti ;i ll y, ri ght 
u p stairs . 

cwu,n·~ room , ;i l though it was on e o f th e Pa lace Hotel 's 
sma ll c·r au.1imm1>Cl:1tiom, looked ex ac tl y th e w;iy you might 
expect the: hotel roo m o f a bu sy, wea lth y o il execu ti ve to 
look. 

A ~a ddle -lt:1tlwr \ 11it c:ise lay ope n 0 11 th e lu ggage rack . Across 
it J,1y a f1J!cl('d gcologiud m;ip-ex p c nsivc, ;i uth e nti c. 

An ho11<·, t !01Jk1ng l) lcl -fo, hi o 11 ed va li so slo u ched i11 o ne cor ner 
of th e: rno111 , 11, li :1ggy lt;-ither s icl es sn dfr.cl an d sc1rrcd ; a ve t­
era n , no doul,t , ,,1 <ou ntl css trips into th e ru gged , dusty o il 
land s. 

Nc:wton lieg;111 talking i1n111('clia1e ly. 1--1 is story, tidi ed up fo r 
family u 111 , 111111,1 ,,, 11 , c<·111n,·cl aroun d Dr. , ee an d hi s col­
league, w!t,,w :1< l1 1<·v1·11H·11 t\ :q>p:1rc ntly kept N ewto n in a I er ­
p c: tu ,il s1a 1<· 111 w1111d<· 1 

" D o< tor i'> d11 w11 tl1<·t e r1gl1t 11nw i11 '"" l;1 liora.torie'> ,' N e, 
;d o ng th e ,o utl! '> l<k o f tlw :1irf1 (' ld tl! (' rc :11 l'l rnc ni x. Yo u know 
th e pL1<c· 1'1 111, <· l,11tld1ng, 111 :JL 11 ,<· d to lie: tl1 • liig govc: ri1111 ·111 
top -surc t l.tl,01 :1101il·,. 011 r pu,p lc :i re in tl 1 ·re now . 

" F11 11 11y 1!1111 ~ I w;, ., d,, w11 tl1 erc 0 1il y a co up !<.: nf Wl'ek, ;1go 

go ing ov er so m e problems, see, and I run across a g reat big 
thick godd a mn pile o[ blu e prints . . . , 

" 1 aid to Doctor , I sa id , 'Wha t in the hell 1s a ll this stuff? 
And h e sa id , sec , 'Wh y, those a re the d e ta iled prints on the 
a ir-Aow sys tem fo r th e B-36.' 

" H e'd been wo rkin g on a ll that top gov~rnment stuff for the 
bi rr-bra ss and I n eve r kn ew a th ing about 1t. 

7'Th ese sc ie ntifi c fe llows. see. 'v o u can' t tell what th ey 're 
goi ng to turn up with nex t. H erc h e lrns these ab~.o lutc ly top­
secret plan s layi ng ri ght th ere o~ top of t h e d,esk . 

Th ere were other top -secre t items N ew ton~ men had de­
veloped whi le workin g o n hi s petroleum -survey 111 g equipme nt. 

N ewh all was sitting on t he bed , trying to look nonch a la nt. I 
was s ittin rr o n th e littl e d esk ch a ir a nd I ew ton was between us 

~ . 
s ittin g on the ed ge o [ a big easy ch ai r . Th111gs were once more 
get tin g to th e point wh ere I d idn ' t d a r e look at New_h al l except 
o ut o f th e corner o [ my eye. As fa r ;is I cou ld see , N ewha ll was 
making a d e tailccl stud y o f one of hi s shoes. ewton w;is t~lk ­
ing, fast a nd s tea d y, as if he' d just found o ut they were gorng 
to slap on a sp eech tax in th e ne x t ten minutes . 

D octor, it seems, had deve lo p ed a mag neti c fog , rai n , ~nd 
clarkn ess- cli spclling sc ree n which , fitt ed to the w 111dsh1eld 

of an airplane. lit e rall y turn ed night into cla y and e n ab led a 
pi lot to sec th rough th e sloppiest kind o f wc;ith e_r. .. 

N ewto n d roppccl hi s ,·o ice to a conficlenual whisper. _One ~f 
the bigges t compa ni es in t he co untry, see. , Th ey're ces ttng this 
thing rig-ht no w. \ b, olure l_y to p -sec:et. Yo_u ~ kn ow the name o f 
the compan y 111 zi minut e 1f I m ention ed 1t. H e l_;" necl ;ir~und 
the room to m ake sure n o un111v1tecl ea rs were liste ning. You 
know Nord e n . th e boml)s ig ht people? See. ,vell, chcy're test ing 
this thin g right now ." 

N ewton ha u led o ut a slim , clear rod. 
"Looks cxact lv lik e Lu cite , doesn't it? Well , it isn 't . Better 

tha n Lucite . Fl cx il.il c , sh ;i tt crproof, and it positively wi ll not 
burn. 

" Doctor, sec, m:1cl c thi s r evo luti onary plastic stuff for the 
military . Macie it ri g ht o ut of Pere lite, a Yol ca nic ash . Cheapest 
material in the world . There 's whole hills of it . The military 
is using thi s stufT [o r cockpit canopies on planes because it 
won ' t burn. " 

And then ther e 1\'as the magnetic disintcgrator. 
Of course the big- brass was working on it . But there were 

problems. The cli si n tegra to r , briefly mentioned in Scull y's book, 
w;is so all -cl es tro ying that sp lit -second co ntrol of it was a vital 
factor. 

It hzid take n be tter than a yea r , Newton sa id , just to work out 
the math emati cs n ecessary to m;ike certain the disintegr:::tor 
woul<I o nl y op erate. in a o ne ten-thousandth-of-a-second flash . 

Even so , in th at brief moment , the disintegrating beams had 
shot o ut twenty miles a nd spread a swa th of total d estruction 
on the desert prov ing grounds two miles wide. 

The big-brass plann ed to set a ch ain of these clisintegrators 
around the United States and point th e m skyward to form an 
impenetrable scree n of d estruction throug h which no enemy 
planes could p ass. 

But there was a hitch in the plan . The b eams ot the m ao-netic 
<lisintegrator, if left o n , would reach out a nd d es trov th~ 11 ni­
verse. 

And t he n th ere was the big flyin g saucer Newton 's men 
thought they h a d located , crash ed in a swamp outside of :\•Iem­
phis . 

"The capta in , sec , I ca n't te ll yo u his name, wa Ayi n~ a long 
one ni g ht tes ting thi s mag n e ti c winclshielcl screen [or ? o rden 
when h e saw thi s thing circling. It w ent right down in to the 
swamp. 

" ,Jy p eo pl e go t a fix on it and as soon a the rain sea o n 
ends d ow n th ere we' re go ing in a nd take a loo k at it. I can't 
tell you ;iny m ore :tl >out it excep t, of co urse, it 's probabl , one 
o[ th e c iga r - h :1pecl sa uce r · and probably a thousa nd fee t long." 

N ewton fi sh ed into ;i n ex p e nsive-loo king, h a nd- tit che<l 
brief <ase a nd slid o ut a bundle of xlO picture . H e h e ld the m 
fa< d o wn in hi s lap w hil e he r e minisced about the da in the 
o il fi e lds, th e beginnings o f th e c w1011 ii 0111 1 a n in D e n­
ver , an d th e g reat cl ays o[ r edi s overing ch e R a n gely oi l field 
a ft e r th y h a d b •e n al.ia ncl o necl by II th e m , jor oi l o mpanies 
;i~ wo rth! ss. 

Th e piuures we r h Id in hi s lap , till face d ow n . t knew 
p •rf ct ly w •II th a t h e was g- iving th em th e o ld bui ld-up trea t• 
m c nl , bllt st ill i t was worki ng . I t got so hncl th a t 1 ha cl a hard 
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THE FLYING SAUCERS AND THE 
MYSTERIOUS LITTLE MEN 

1 • o- over a nd grabbi ng them 
time keeping myself from reac 1rnt> 

awa y lrom him. . b k to ' ewhal l and me, 
Fin all y lie hel cl o ne of them up. its ·1ac I med it around 

and looked a t it for a long mom e nt. 1 1cn 1c tu 
slowly. l e was a fuzzy shot of some c~es:rl l i ~;.t~ltst\vhere the 

" You sec th a l'" sa id 1cwton, g1 a, C Y· 1
' 

first sa ucer land ed ." . . f I ame sort of 
H e turned o ver two o r three mo1 e prints o t 1e s 

th ing. I d " l e 
"These will be very histo ri ca l pho tograp 1s some ay, 1 

said . " It 's to~ bad J am not allowed to let yo u look at them 

close ly." . . . . f A l 
Th en he :ta rted to slide th em back into hi s bne ~ase. s 1e 

did . h e r,a u eel a nd looked a t u slyly. Tl: en"' he _ lippecl_ on_e 
picture up from behind th e others. a nd 1m_mecl1ate~y slid it 
bac k ;1ga in. from wha t I co uld see in that_ 10stant, 1t looked 
li ke a pict ure of a large beach um brell a on its side. . . 

"Yo u did11'l sec a n yth ing. lid yo u '" 1e,~1 ton _as k~cl . ·wink111g. 
H e li ;1cl ne ,·cr bee n more co rrec t. but th e 1111pl1ca uon was th a t 
h e h:1d just penniltecl a g limpse of a ph o tog ra ph o f a fl ying 
sa u cc r. 

1 1 cwto 11 g,( w refl ec tive. There _ju ·t might be , h e t_hought , th e 
bar:·s t chance 1h,1t h e cou ld per uacle Docto r a nd hi s peo pl e to 
r e ,-c.-i l th e whole story . Perhaps , af ter all , it might be advisable, 
p articu larly if the th ing th a t cras hed in the swamp turned out 
to Ge a cigar-shaped sauce r . 

" Yo u kn ow," 1 cwto n mus ed dreamil y, "a lot of people would 
p ay a clollar to sec a th ing like tha t. " 

The n , sudd e nl y, lcw ton announced that h e h ad to whisk off 
to , v ashi ngton for a conference ·with the big- brass . 

N ewh a ll ;111cl T toocl up . "It's been a very int eresting eve ning, 
Mr. i'\' cw Lo n ." N ew ha ll sa id , his voice s tra ining fo r self-con trol. 
"You'l l be h ea ring from Cairn here . v\l e' ll talk th e whole thing 
ov er a nd see wh;-il we ca n ·work out with yo u. " 

There were the usual polite r em;1rks , with 1ewhall an d me 
loo k ing- d own ;i t th e ca rpet , a nct th e n we vvere out in th e h al l. 

ewh a ll ancl J m a naged to hold it until we gor clown the 
corrido r a nd in fro nt o( the eleva tor. There was no longer any 
q uest ion abo ut iL-th e time had come to lau gh, and we let go. 
\ •Vhen we co uld talk agai n , we tried to figure out what New­
ton was up to . It was a safe bet that he wasn't as closely in 
touch with the cosmos as frank Scull y would have had his 
rcaclc rs believe. But h e was up to something. ,,Vas the whole 
thing, Scully's book a nd al l, a titanic piece of ballyhoo aimed 
at the clay when the big ciga r-shaped saucer opened for busi­
n ess on the midway a t Play la ncl -a t-the-Beach? 

J d ecided th e next move was to go to D enver, Newton's old 
scamping- gro und , look over th e ew ton Oil Company, and 
follow up a few oLller leads from Scull y's book. 

n building up Sil as ewto n as a n a u thority on flying sa u cers , 
Fr;1nk Scully pro ,·ided a resp ec tab le aca d emi c setting by 

dcw>un~ the who le first cha pter of hi s boo k to a d escrip t ion of 
the lecture that was g iven at th e Universi ty of D e nve r on 
Marc.h 8, 1950. The chap ter headi ng is "The j\,f yster y of the 
Un in :rsity of Denver ," th e mystery bei ng th a t the man who 
gave the: lecwre was known only as "Scientist X " until Thor 
Se\'cn.cn , covering the eve nt for th e Denver Post, identifi ed 
him , several days after th e talk , as N ew ton . My firs t m ove in 
Den ver wa~ Lo hunt up Scversen. 
. Thor Seven.en loob just th e way he sh ould to go with a name 

li ke that_; big, well ~ct -up , blond . H e is not o nl y a fin e r e porter , 
but he 1~ a very under~tand,ng ge nt. I t was snowin g wh en I 
pull ed into _Dc:nv~r. I was wc;1ri11g a lig ht gaba rdin e suit. 
Sevcrsen , ta rng _ pny on a ch,1tttring chump from a lifo rni a, 
suggc.,ted . ~e m1gln ~pend ~01ne Lim e profit.tlil y in th e ni ce, 
warm office ol the Po 1t going over the cl ips of th e s tor ies abo ut 
th e Universn y o l De,: ve r _ lec.t ure. f t was a gnocl idea. f t not 
on ly, kept _ me from sh ivering 1n y1>c lf a part a t th e sea rn s, but it 
pro, ed Lh ,i t f:a nk_ Scul ly wasn't very much interes ted in loi n · 
a good \eporting JOb . 111 !J el_,ind th e Fl ying Saucers. g 

1 
Sc~:l y ~ l~ook , publi shed six months a ft r th e D en ver lec ture 

c cscr1 )ec ti e event as "pro b;i bJ y tl1 e most se nsa tion a l lect ur; 
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ear tl1 or any other planet since Galileo • • • ia ... ~· ' 
a out l 11 . d . . " 
members left the room with their hea s spmning. r Post 

On March 9, the day after the lecture , the D e_nve . of 
carried a n interYiew with Franci Br~m~n, ~he l!.nive:sadress 
Denver instructor who arranged for Soentist_ X . to , Iue of 
his basic-science class. Ques tioned about the sCienufic ' a f 
the lecture Broman commented, "Absolute zero ." Pro essor 

, . d • • • t d '' It was Albert R echt of the university's sCience 1vISion . no.~ , 
a good yarn ... though h e gave no docurne~tatton. osc 

If h e had wan ted to , Scully had plenty of t1n:e to check th ·,t 
clippings before his book went to press . Obno usly h~ was_~ c 
interested. As a matter of fa ct he embarked on a shilly si 
step to avoid th e col umns of the Denver p a p_ers tl~at g,we th e 
lecture a bad press and still pro vide him elf with friendly ne~vs ­
paper co"erage of the event. T _o hop~ he cou ld get away wi

th 

su ch a stunt indicate Scull y's in credible gall. 
In the second chapter of f1is book , a lso devoted to the lec-

ture. Scully wrote: f 
"it was not the Denver papers that gave the best report_ 0 

what Scientist X said .... The ... rrize for th~ best report~ng 
would go to the Summerside J ourna _. a modes t-sized publicauo~ 
quarte red on Prince Edward Island, Canada ... at the mout 1 

of the St. Lawre nce R iver." . 
Undisturbed by the unlikel y prospect of ~ small C anadian 

p aper publish ed o nl y three times a week hav ing a corres pond-
ent as far away as D en ve r , cully proceeds : • 

" This news p a p er obv io usly got its tory from a Denver cor· 
responde nt , but it recapitula ~ed wha~, the speaker said so well 
th at it 's bet ter th a n a tran script. . . . . 

Scull v then quotes the Swnriurside J ourna l story. To do t_hrs 
h e mus ·t have h a d a copy or clipping of th e paper be~or~ 1nm. 
Therefore he cou ld not have missed seeing the credit line at 
th e to p of the story. 

T he Summerside Journ al story is credited, " Denver, Colo ., 
Post ." The story is Thor Seversen's Denver Post story, word 

for word . 1 t was Seversen 's first story of the lecture clone before 
an yo ne kn ew ·who the lecturer was and before Severse_n _was 
sure the whole thing was a farce . As a consequence, 1t is_ a 
straight re porting _job merely r e peating what the speaker sa1~ . 
It suited Scull y's needs adm irabl y. On the few occasions that 1t 
didn ' t, Srnll y merely rewrote it. . 

By removing Severse n 's one fairly friendl y story from t~e 
otherwise unfriendly columns of th e Denver Post, a nd credit­
ing it elsewh ere, Scully had his necessary newspaper coverage 
of the lecture . 

By the time Seversen and I had finished digging around in the 
Den ve·r Post morgue, it had stopped snowing, the sun had come 
out and it was fairly pleasant. , ,ve thought it would be a good 
idea co have a talk with Instructor Broman and see if he had 
revised his opinions of "Scientist X" and his flying-saucer lec­
ture . 

Francis Broma_n is a slight, dark-complexioned man of agree­
able manner. His pleasantries with us had a kind of nervous 
quality to them which, considerino- the corner into which the 
"Sci entist X " lecture had wedg~d him , is understandable 
enough . 

, ,vhile working at the university as an instructor, Broman was 
~lso stud ying for his d octora c~ there . To do a bang-up job as an 
in structor, Brom a n had , on l11s own hook , invi ted " Scientist X " 
to g ive th e flyin g-sa ucer talk . 

~Vh c ~ the eve nt _go t out of h and in the public print and the 
un, ve ~·s,ty regents found the name of thei r school firmlv la hed 
up w1 th a lecturer who insisted little men from V e n.us were 
dropping: like fli es ~n t~1e E_arth, a n icy a_cademic breeze began 
b! ow1_11 g- ,n Broma n s direction. For awhile, Broman could ·ee 
his diploma wafting away in the williwaw . 

Having weathered th at storm, Broman ca me to tJ1 e interview 
w iy1 us pr_epared t? mak e it very cl ear that 1 ewton or " cienti t 
X and hi s Ve nusians were abour a · w elco me a t the trniver ity 
as a case of pyorrh ea at a kissing ga m e. 

Broman showed us a co py of th e introclu tor , statement he 
h a~I mad e to hi s cl ass before the lcc.:t ur began. In it he had 
P? mtecl out th at tl: e "~1101 purpose of the lec ture was to g-ivc 
hi s cl ass a n xer c,se 111 eva lu ating nrnterial prese nted by a 
sp_ea k~r . Broman h ad ev n give n his stud en ts a urnrn a ry of the 
s 1cnt1fi c m c tho I _of \'a lu ation th ey had bee n cudying and 
ask / 1 th em t~ ie~ 1[ th e sau r lecture tood up under it. 

_N a tt~rally, 111 view o f th sp ec ta ular nature of the ta lk , a little 
thing lik e Brom a n 's introdu ction was overlooked in the follow -



ing 11 e\l'S ~to ri es, a nd ce rt a inl y thrrc " ·as no men t ion o( it in 
Sc. ull y's boo k. Th ere ,,·ere , ho wCYCr, a co up le of carefully 
th o ught-out d e vi ces used b y Scully to make th e lecture sound 
like a ,,·eight y sd10l asti c c ,·e nt. 

On e o f th em was Scull y's se nt e nce, "On that day at 12 :30 
p. m ., 3:iO stud e nts _of the Uni,·r rsity of Denver sk ipped lun ch 
Lo hea r a co nficl e nual c icntifi c di scourse . . . . " 

I had bee n imprcs eel wh e n I rea d it. It takes a pretty good 
even t to_ get a bun ch o f h ea lt hy students to skip lunch in order 
to ta ke ll 111 . I questioned Broma n abou t it a nd asked if m ay be 
th e lecture wasn ' t give n a much bigger build-up than he was 
le tting o n. _In stead of answer ing , he shoved over the typed 
co p y o f hi s 1nt roducuo n to the lecture a nd , wit h a smi le, held 
hi s fin ge r on the second se m e n ce. It r ead , " Yo u fo lks arc g ues ts 
a nd m c: mbers of the basic-sci e n ce class that m ee ts a t 12:40 each 
da y. " 

" 10bocly m issed a n y lun ch that clay or a n y o th er day as far 
as I kn o w," sa id Broma n . " It was a regular cl ass held at the 
regular Lime. " 

cul ly's o th er build er-upper also turned o u t to be an inve n­
tion of som e body 's soari n ?, im ;igi natio n. 

As proof that the s;,uccr lecture was so importa n t that the 
Uni,·e rs it y o f Dc nq:r wa nted to save a n y poss ib le m eme nto (or 
poHcrity , Scully sa id o n page 2G o r hi s book, concerning the 
blackboard diagrams : 

" After hi s lce1 11 re had caused su ch a stir , th e ch alked clcsi g-ns 
were pre,c rv ed in lacq uer. 

Broman 's com 111 c 11t : "The lec turer 's d rawi ngs we re no t 
lacquered over. 1 L wo uld h ave bee n ridi culo u s to p reserv e 
them . They were jmt ;i co upl e of c i1·cles la be led 'Earth ' a nd 
' Ve nus ,' a crud e ske tch of w ha t th e sa uce rs were supposed to 
h ave looked like , a nd a cliag1·am sh ow ing ho w co mbinat io ns o( 
digits ca n be add ed up to to ta l nine whi ch w;is su p posed to 
illu stra te some thin g to cl o with the m easu re m e n ts o f th e 
s.i uccrs . 

Artc r ta lki ng with Broma n l was more co n vin ced tha n eve r 
th ;,t Frank cu ll y's litt le me n were abo ut as m isera b le a hoax 
as the two-headcc.l baby in :i I 0-cc nt s ide shO\ • Prov ing it a nd 
findin ~ o ut what was behi nd them , however , was so m ething 
e lse agai n. 

The: ne xt D enver lead on m y l ist was G eorge T . Kochler , th e 
:ith-cni~i11g sa lesm a n for D e nver ra di o ~ta lion KMYR. who had 
escort ed N ewton to the lecture. Koc hl e r 
is ;1 ne~ h y incliYidua l, a breezy, b;1ck-sb p-
ping son who looks yo unge r th a n the 4 i 
yo rs he cbi111s. Scull y clesuibccl him as 
" an olcl profess iona l rootball p laye r wit h 
the: Chic.ago ll ears." 111 De nve r , Kochler 
adn1i1t ccl thi s s tatcm c 11L was correct. 

On th e stre ngth o f Scull y's app:1rc nt in ­
clifTc rc nce to r eporting the t ru th I se nt the 
fo llowing wire to R ;dph B1·izzo la1·a, man ­
age r of th e: Chi cago Bears: 

CA N YO U ADVI SE COLLECT WH ETII ER 

G l·O RGE KOEIIU. R WA S EVER ON BEARS' 

ROST ER II· SO \VIIEN . 

M r. Bri1/wl:ira r epli ed : oo NO T IIAVE 

RFCO IW OF GEORGE KOEIILER PLAY I NG 

w n JI ll l· AI( ~. (s ig n c: d ) C IIICAGO llf'ARS FOOT-

111\ LL C L U!l . 

Fro m th a t po int o n J was n ' t counti ng 
hc.,"ly 0 11 ;an ythin g l< n<' hl e r offe r ed. 

l l e was co1 ren , ho we ver , in c la iming 
, h~ 1 he wJs pru1 y c lo,c· to N ewton , for 
he: a nd his wi rc , wl10 was on ce cwton 's 
11u1,c, )1,c: 111 ;i ho u,e th a t tun1cd ou t LO 
lie 1c11 ted liv ~1-,,1r,11 ;ind i, filled wi th 

'cwwn's go lfing 11n phics a nd oth er 
mc111ora!Jd1.1 . :ind lw d11,c·, ;1 Cad ill:J1 1h ;1t 
J\ reg1~1c:1td 111 il w 11;11111- q f Ne wton Oi l 
C.,0 111p,1 r l) -

K11c:lilt r pl.ayc·d ., I.ape· l ("( ()lcl1n g o r 
t h<· 11i,cl'>11y ol l) , 11 1· ,·1 lut u1 c w h i<h 
wa, 111tc:1cs1111g 'JIiii I,, 1 .a11 ~c· 1t di dn' t in ­
< fudc B10111:, 11 ·, 1' Iii .,!, - 111 t ro du<.1ion . 
l<oc lilc·r , nr,1 I 11 ''" 111 >', I k, d ~p<ikc- n to 
B 10111;, n ,_ g lo,\i·d " ' 1' 1 ii" 11 11j ' " 11 :i 1Hc of 
the· nii~s ,ng 111 1111 <1 11111" 11, "1 li o u g l1 he 
nnt1 <o ul d ~ai,,l.ui,i1,h • ~1,l.11 11 wll\ i1 

wasn ' t 011 the ta pe. As far as the ta lk itself ,,•cnL, it \\-as pretty 
much the same thing I had heard in the Palace H otel lrom the 
lips of the master himse lf. . 

Ko chler had some pretty interesting yarns to spin about the 
grea t Dr. Gee. In the middle o f one o f them he fished out a 
brown rod about a quarter o f a n inch 111 diameter a nd p erhaps 
ten inches long. This, he cla imed . was some of Doc to r's Percl ite, 
made up as a n a rrow shaf t for H oward Hill , the noted arcl~~r. 

" Hill used o ne of Doctor 's arrows," Kochl er remarked, to 
kill a n eleph a nt o n hi s last trip to Afri ca. That will give you 
a n id ea of ho w tou gh this stuff is." 

Thal was an easy o n e Lo check . . . . 
I happened to kn ow that Hill was e ngaged in selling a mot_1on 

picture o r the trip . ·wh e never a d eal lik e that 1s 111 the !11a kmg, 
you ca n bet yo ur bottom dollar t. h cr c' ll be a publ1oty 1:nan 
eager to tell yo u a nyth ing you want to know a nd a lot of tlungs 
yo u don't. 

f t didn't take lo ng to ge t Jvfr. H ill 's man on tl~c phone: ~c-
co rclin g to him the only arrows used o n the Hill ex pcd1t1on 

were designed by Hill h imsel f and made o f tubul a~ steel and 
Dur;tlun,in . Certa inly, if Hill h ;1 cl u sed so me revolut10nary new 
mater ia l for arrow shafts his publ ic ity m a n would have bee n 
bea1i110 the drum abo u t it. But he wasn't. In fact, he 'd never 
even l;~a rd of Pcrel itc. 

Since Koc hl er was apparently no more committee! to t~Jlin g 
the tr ut h tha n N ewto n o r Scull y a nd was n 't ha lf as entertain m g, 
there d id n't seem to be a n y adva n tage in in ves ting a ny more 
time in h im . Also, th e m ore time I spe n t wit h Kochler the 
mo,-c cha nce there was o f flu sh ing my binls prema tu rely. So far 
I had bee n p lay ing it strai ght, go ing r ight along with all th e 
ta ll talc the boys h ad to o fl cr. Because in the back of my mind 
I was worki ng up a litt le pl a n . 

First , l wa n ted to m ee t D r. Gee- tha t is, if such a m a n existed. 
Seco nd , 1 wa n ted to ge t m y ha nds o n o ne o f th ose_ disks of un­
know n m eta l again a nd o nce l d id I was n '_t pla nning to le t go 
of it u nt il I go t it into a good co rnm crnal la bo rator y for a 
chemica l a na lys is. , l\l i th tha t in mind it would h ave bee n abso­
lutely fata l if N ewton had a n y idea th a t I was n ' t 100 percen t 
sold o n hi s sto ry. 

l tha nked Koc hl er fo r a ll the inside d o pe h e had g ive n m e a nd 
reserved my pl a n e sea t back to San Fra n cisco . But before I le ft 

'l'RUE MAGA ZINE: 
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Denver I checked OUL Lwo more leads Lhal Lurncd up in Scully·s 
book and 1e wLOn 's conversaLion. 

_ I look~~! . up lhc . ·cwLon ~il Company in Lhe phone book, 
h ,tll e:-..pen,ng Lhat It Wouldn t be lhcrc at :di. But it W;1s . .-\n ci 
the , 0H1Les li sted actually exis_ted . They didn't howe ver, exact ly 
~:.be_ \v11~1 th e P' ~?.nc ol roarin ~ act1v1Ly conjured up by Scully 

hen_ h e wrote, Silas f\ •lason l\cwton , presidenL ol the l\cwtnn 
Oil C .. 11,j>any •• • a man who nc,·e r made more than $25,000 000 
n o 1 10,1 11101 e th.in ·20 ,000,000 . ... " ' 

• ' .:,. L1r ,I', 1 (() llld sec, Lh e whole New ton Oil C:omp;1ny (O n ­
~l~tcd ol t\111 oll11c\ urnncctcd by ;i little waiLi n o- room . When 1 

dropped in \.tying th a t l was a lri cnd o l i\Ir .t>Ncwton·s and 
jll .\l th .. uglu I 'd )qok him up . th e only :1ctivity in Lh c place w;1s 
'

1 

•n ild '· "'" c 1 \ :1111111 go 111 g on b e tw ee n a man who introcl u rcd 1
~
111

hcll •" the ~l'< n : t.1ry o( th e company and Lhe rece ptioni st. 1
1°1 

-

1
1
1 

<11g:11111:1t1o n that had, as both Scul ly :i nd Newton 
(_-·

11111
vd , 1 cd1Mm-crcd th e n11 g hty R :1ngc ly nil f'iclcl , the opcr;

1
. 

l~ on ,ec1111 ·d .1 little puny . :. l y nex t n1,"·e was to ch eck 0
11 

th e l, :, 11 g ch ,t11 1, . 

R ,, l1.
1
1d D. \\ ' hitc . c »plor:1tio 11 ~upe ri n tc n denL l'or the C: ili ­

fo111 ,. , C11111p.i11y , :, ~ub\idi :1ry ol St:1ncL1rd Oi l o[ Caiilorni;i , 
g.i,c 

111
1· :, L

1
1111plc tc Gil -in o n R angely. Mr. \•Vhitc is in a good 

l'.""l ' OI\ I() l-..1tll\\ \\ 11.tl h e is L:ilk111g :ti ) OUl. ro r the C;i liror ni ;1 
C <'.111p .1111 (ilJllrol, :1 \':lst _majority o l Lh c leases al R :tn g-c ly. 

_. I Ii, · 
11

11,<l·~ 1,l th e C:tldorn1:1 C o rnp :m y were th e rc ;tl Lhin g. 
\ 

0

11 l"lild 1:.1\-c 1, i~t th e whole l\' c \l'ton O il Comp:1n y in th e rc1 ep t tl) I] l'tll•\11 . 
1 

g <> 1 OIIL ., uipy ol Sc111ly 's boo k :ind showed \ ·Vhitc thi s 
sc:

1
11, ·_11\l' th.,t ,1ppc:1 r~ 011 p:ige 33: "H e (~cw Lon) hunted ror 

oil with 11htn1111cnb which hid cost :1 ror,un e and w ere a close ly 
g 11 :11 d < d ~l-1 1 u . \\ ., Ll1 the, 11 he h:1d rediscoYcr ecl Lh c R .i 11 gcl y o il 
fi e ld '<'ars :Ill e r Lh e maj or o il comp:1ni es h ,1 cl written it off :is ;i la il11rc ." 

v\lh 1t1 · g rinned a ncl sh ook hi s h ead . " ure, I r emember o ld 1
c ,,·1 .. ,1. .. h e s,1id . '· H e u ,ed Lo com e o ut to R ;111gdy with some 

k , nd ol dood le bug o ut fi t-on e n f those bbck boxes wiLh a lot 
ol cli:11~ on it n obody eve r gets Lo look inside oL H e tri ed to 
Lei] ev e rybody we were way off o n the geo logy. He even pi cked 
u p '<>

1

11e ic;t~cs clm1·n wh er e hi s cl11odkliug- sa id th e o il was sup­
p o~ecl to be a nd did so m e drillin g- . T urn ed out h e was the o n e 
th ;1t , . ,,s w a o f! o n th e geo logy . H e u sed to bring a lo t of 
p c, :d e ,n it here in tho\e bi ;_\' c ir~ o r h is . But as far as r ediscover­
in g R . i~ gcly. Lhat'~ a lo t o f b :tlo n ey. 

" H c 11, th e ,Lory o n R a ng·e ly. SL1nch rd o f Californi;i r edi s­
covered tltc field in 1002 b u t I. o r a long- time th ere wasn't mu ch 
artil'itv out there . Th e re;1so n for that's s imple. Crude oil was 
sell in g l,>r ten cent\ a barre l. R a n ge ly was a lo ng way fro m the 
reGn,·ri c , : a nd th e r o.i cl s, i[ yo u could ca ll the m that, were 
terrible. 

" \ V!icn \!Vo rld \ Var JI ca me a long th ere was a big d emand 
for nii a nd th<.: p rice ,hoL up to th e point wh ere. it w:1 s worth 
w hile t;1ki11g iL O lll. The gove rnm e nt came a lo n g Wtth ?me he lp 
o n Lhc road s iLu :1lion and ;i pri,·atc p ipe l111 e went 111. !hen 
R ang l) rc :tlly ope n ed up. That 's ;i]] th ere w;is to the r ed 1scoY­
erin g o f R angel y." 

T h cic 11·;1\n ' t a 1w doubt in my mind :ibout whom to believe 
on thl R:1ngch; ~10 ry . The pa st p erformance o f th e N ewton­

cul lv team didn't lca , ·e me any choi ce. . " If 
As' J was lca,·ing \Vhi te's _ o/hce h e o ffer ed a sugges_t1on . o-

, r ea llv want to "Cl an id ea o l how 1ew to n o p e1 ates , ,...,c t 
j1~>~

1

cJ of s~me back i~su es o f a nn~azi n e ca ll ed th e Pt' tr~ /r.111n 
n ,. ,. ' 1 ou' ll find some an1cks 111 th ere by N ewto n himse l f ( ,lit ,u. I I . .. 
tint will 01,·e ,·o u ;i preLty good l ine on 11111 . 

·•us t b e fore j "<>ton th e pl;rnc, T c:i llccl T ho r Sev ers e n a t_ th e 
D

I 
I' I ., 11·...,11 •1\kccl him ii h e' d tr v to find th e articl es r·11,1e 1 r, 1 • • · F · 

• • I The n J h c·1ded hack for Sa n · ra n c1srn . \-'l ' hll e mcnuoncc. ' . . . • 
'\II the 11·a\ back J tri ed Lo th111k n l a way to ~c t possess101

1

1 

• f J ' c di,ks o f unknown meL,il w 1th o uL N ewLO n kn o,1 -
of o 1JH:I ~• 1 l· l O(\ )I ( .>u;·\c J co uld h ;1vc just grabbed o ne and ~lll ck 
I Jl ., l ,I ( I l. ( I I s 11 

,., k I 1 , ,,·111 ·ill th e troubl e J\:ewto n a n c cu v t Jl1 Ill\' JHH 'C l. )lJ \ , l . I I . 
\ ,1d ,,,ine to in IJ11 ;ld in ~ the \lnrv up . it w:1s a d eac cin c1 _.l 1o1,t 
~h e~ ~,·ouldn 'L \ t:,nd hitc heel fo1 a mo,·e l1k ~ that. .And I cl1rl n t 
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u r- •• • u • 5c u
111 g one ot the di sks. I h a~ln ' t fi gured 

out )'C t hm,· l '
1 
;is going to smoke OUL Dr. Gee but I decided to 

let that wail unt il I got to tt ' 

L ayi~g ,hold of one of Newton 's specime ns of unkncn,·n metal 
ttn ncd ouL 1,'. be about as easy ;1s getting a pa~skcY to Fon 

Knox, but I dtdn t know 1t when l started . · 

My firsL move was Lo hunt up a good reliab le laboratorv that would rno1)entc on S\t l1 · · S f 1 , 
• _ > , • • < . , t pro1ect. tan ore R esearch lnstitutc . 
111 Menl

1
> l ark , Ca l1[or111a, 1s one of the best commercial labs in 

the area ;111() perhaps in th e country. Dr . .J.E. Hobson , direuor 
of Lhe 111q11ute , agreed Lo go ;dong with me. D r. Hobson noL 
on ly thought Lhc whole projcu w.is pretty funny , but he ;ilso 
Sa \'.' the v_a!uc o[ knorkin~ over what <ert;1inly was sh ;i p ing llJ> 
as .t lull-s1.,dc nauon;tl sc1cnt1r1 c hoax . ,\II T n eeded to do nm, 
w.is g-e l one o f Lh e di sks ;ind SRI wo11lcl do the rest. 

My fi rst move ~;1s 11:tt -footcdl y to ;1sk N(wton if he'd pc rmiL 
an an :tly~t\ ol a di sk. He laughed it ofl. His stand was LhaL hi , 
own l;1bor:,torics had alrc;1dy submiLtcd the disks to 150 test,. 
c\1 srovcred that Lh ey wo uld wi Lh sL,111<l l 0,000 degrees of h c.n. 
pre,umably Fahre nheit, a !Lhough he didn 't qtiitc remember , 
ancl he didn ' t sec any poinL in further testing. As far as J\:cwton 
""·" <0 11 cc1 11 ed th e stuff w;,s unknown lo Earth and what w;i­

the use of d oi n g a n y more tests when you didn 't know wha1 
yo 11 were tcs li11 g lor ) I t w:1 s a tricky piece of logic, hut f had 
to go a long with it [or fear of Lipping my hand . 

My n c,L , uggc, Lion , Lh :1t no one would rc:illy beli e\·e hi , 
story unlc,, he , 11l)t11iLtcd the d i\ k\ to ;in impartial laborator} . 
:i li nos1 c nd c- d in di ,aHc r . 

Ncwu>11 p111 kcrcd up his eye, :,n d began spew ing at m e . 
"Y,>11 'vc i>c Tn c ha ~ing 111 e down h c1 e for two months. 1 '111 a bu ,y 
rn.in . l h :11-c n'L got a g-oclcL1111n ,·d bit or time to spend on thi ., 
l.hing. 11 w I' ve bee n u1 u nco 11 \ ;,, he ll w you , sec. A nd I'm 
just no L inte rested in botherin g- with the damn thing an~ 
lo nge r. Now how due~ tha t sui t yo u?" 

N ewto n carri ed on ;tlo11 g Lhose l111 es for quite awhile . vVhat 
h e was ge ttin g at wa s th a t apparently pknty of people 

h ad be li eved him without his h :1,·in g to submtt .i n ythmg w 
a nybody ; witness the number o[ copies Scully's book had so ld . 
And what h ad h e, Newton, got o u t of 1t1 1othmg. o thm~ 
but ab use a nd persecution . \ Vh :,t had sLartecl o u t as a faw,r on 
Newton 's part ·to Scu ll y had bo11mc:ra ng-etl and ewton was 
01·c ttin o- tired or iL. Lookin .~ a t h 1111 :1, he stood there bristling. 
h e wa~ th e picture of the injured !)hilan_thropist. , 

The n , a lmosL without my re; il11111 g It , ewton s mannc:r 
b ega n to ch a nge a nd the point o[ the whole floo r show swun~ 
in to focus. 

·-rve ta lked with m y people ... Newton was saying in a ca lm, 
matter -o f-tact voice , "and their st;itcm cnt to me was, see _. that 
Scully m ad e twenty-five o r thirty th o usa nd out of his_ book o n 
what little in formation we've lu rn ,shed hun. They said to me , 
' N o w if we lay a ll Lhi s stuff on the lin e, it 's go ing t? take a l,o.~ 
or Lim e and we w;111t Lo know ,,,h ;1t th ere 1s 111 It fo r u . 

Commerce had ente red the picture. 
The o nly thing to d o w:1s lo clccL1re open season o n rewton 's 

cli , ks .i n d s tart w orking o n th e pbn T h ad figured out. 
\ \'hat I h ad in mind 11·as to mak e a co py of N ewto n's disks 

a nd Lh c n , if I could g-et him to h :rnl out the originals again . 
swi tch min e for o n e of hi s. 

J h :i cl bee n countin g- on ge tting at le.ist an o the r look at ~h e 
disks be for e crea tin g Lh e copy. but the way N ew to n was acLmg 
1 rea li zed I 'd be lu cky ill cnulcl g·cL him to produce them eve n 
o n ce m o re so I could switch o n him . That m ea1:t I had to m a ke 
th e co pi es from memory. It h:1cl been s?m e time since l h ad 
see n th e di sks :rncl the n , even tho ugh I cl . h :i ndled ~em . . the 
li ght h :icl n ' t bee n good for the son o f thmg I had m mine!. 
' r o-qt h o le\ o r Newh a ll , the o nl y o th er person who had been 
I 11:. ,,·h en I iewto n 1)rocluced h is trophies, and we compared 

a 
O 

t> b 1 • e of a ni cke l n o te~ . \Ve were agreed the disks were a out t 1e s1z • , 
J lain -s urfaced and sih·e r -co lored . . . 1 

Th e weight was Lh e o nl y tri cky prnb,lem . A piece, o_f _a lum1
1

n~m 
that loo ked a bo ut the ri ght size cl1cln t seem to ,, e1gh -~nc u,,~ ­
i\L1 u·n es iurn fe ll too li ght . f\J o nc l metal [elt too hea , . - tee . 
altl ~o ug h it felt a liLtle too slippery , seemed to be the be~t bet 

lor thi s job . . £ · - ch·n ·sr 
t\m o n o- hi s o the r talents, N ewh a ll is a pre tty a 11 m a t ' . ,., 

I 
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I. 

H e ha a we ll -eq uipped shop in his garage a nd o ne afte rn oon 
we ~et up to do a l1ule co unterfeiting. 

\Vhen we got thro ugh we had a n asso rtment o f steel disks, 
som e a lit tl e bi gge r than a ni cke l, some a little smaller. Our 
iclc:a ,,·as that b y mak ing th e fa kes in lightly varying izc we 
\\'ould sure ly have one th a t was a good -e no ugh m atch . f o r o mc 
reaso n or oth er we turned o ut o n e fa ke di k m ade of moncl 
metal. J\Ioncl m e tal is hea ,·ie r than stee l to beo-i n with a nd we 
made our mo nc l cli ~k a bo ut twi c as thick a the ones made o( 
stee l. Jt was r!cli culou sly h ea vy by co mpari on, but we added it 
to o ur co llccllon anyway. 

for the ~-ex t .~cw d a •s I carr ied all the fake around in my 
pocket to ;igc th em . The proce wo rked pre tt y well. The 
only trouble was I jingled. 

The problem n ow was to_ get Tewton to produce his di ks 
aga in o I _co uld sw 1td1 o n h11n . But Newton wou ldn ' t produ ce. 

ln _a en ~ of a tt e mpt to ge t N ewton to haul out hi di k , 
mee tings with a whole ne w, tempting a t or d1arac te r were 
. ugge. t~cl t~ him : peop le of influ e n ce who o uld guarantee him 
protccuon 111 ca c ''Lhc rnilitar •" turn ed agaimt him and Dr. 
G ee; a m a n who would happily part with a siz:1blc chunk of 
m o ney for just a g l i111p c o l th e rny~tcrious di sks from Vcnu ; 
kindred souls with re port o f a u ccr sightin g who begged [or a 
pec k at Newton 's trc;i\ urcs . t ill N wton would n ' t bite. 

Fin a lly a n other dinn er wa . c t up in th e Pal m Court , the 
pla e cwto n h ad r,rst proclu cd th e di ks . Thi s time H al i\fr­
ln t •re , a prorc~s io n :tl 111,1gici:1n who n ow uses hi magi ac t to 
h elp him fit hc:1ring aids to ,hi ldrc n , c:1rnc a lo ng in the role of 
a fric: ncl who h :1d a :rnccr s ight ing to report. Hal w as loaded 
with the fak e di~ks . JU$t be fore 'cwto n appeared, I tri ed to 
g ive I al a last minute fill -in o n whi h o n of th e f;ik c I 
L11ought would be th e bes t match [or a Newto n di sk . Hal , who 
had l>ce 11 ke pt i11i o rrn cd o l th e sto ry. was a bout as cxas pcr:itcd 
:i~ l w:1s. H e said , " l do n ' t ca re wha t N ewton ' di sks loo k like. 
E,·c n if he pulls out a square o ne l 'm go in g to sw itch o n him ." 

But it w;1s no go. Newton just ke pt pla •ing hi s ro le o f a 
,i c: n cc- r1 ct ion 'ch ch c r:11:1cl r cg·:tlin g u with m o r e stories about 

Dr . Gee a nd hi labulo us l:1boratorics. Every ti m e we wo rked 
:,round to th e ul.Jj e L o[ th e di ks, 1ewton h ad a n excuse for 
n ot ·produ cin g- th em . 

After :1bout a wee k o ( try in g l bega n to think th e di ks had 
~:u lccl lx1ck to Ve nus on th e ir o wn a nd my sa nity wa ;ibo ut 
to Inflow . 

The n ' ewton's bus iness with th "big-bras" took him to 
\ 1\l a\ lti11 g ton . \ ·Vhil c he w;1s ;1way T d ccid cl LO use th e tim e to 
< l1 • k up runher on 1cwton 's ba ckg round a nd to sta rt scout­
in g ou t lead\ LO Dr. Gee. 

F.-0111 Stu ll y's boo k I kn ew tha t 1cwton h ad li ved in N ew 
\'orf.:. City-i n tit · w111lcr of 1929-30, lt e had ho used di t in ­
-~ ui , hcd visi tors in .. hi ~ f> ;1rk ve nu e rcs ide n e." I was to find 
tlt :1t honly a(te r th :1l tim e, N e wto n was 
('111broikcl in som a<. ti vity in 1cw York 
1,·h1d1 . < ully e ith e r kn c: w nothin g about 
o r didn 't bother to me ntion . 

J t's not in th e g lamorou s Di ck Tra y 
d tecti ve tradition to mol e thro ug h o ld 

new~pa pe r files, but some t im es it pays off. 
The N rw Y o,-/1 T iiner publi shes a n index 
tha t a mply justifi es its famou~ ~loga n , " All 
tl,c new~ that 's f,t to pi int. " I di,covcred 
in the 1n1blic libra ry th .i t i n l'J :1 1 the 
T 11n cs 1e porte<l th a t Sil a~ M . N ewto n , 
" rq,ut d wealthy oil 111 ;111 :ind go lfer ," had 
1,cc:n an<:~ tcd by ' cw Yo rk poli ce, cha rg d 
w1tl1 ~r;,11d Ltr<.c n y 0 11 the com plaint of a n 
clde1ly 1curcd 'cw .J c1~cy rea l-es la t 
ck:d<:1 who <.!aimed that 1ew ton had 
11 ;.;gc:d a $2~ .000 ~;tic LO h1111 o f wo rthl ess 
\ Lll<k in a ga s :rnd u1tliue~ co 111pa n y. N cw-
1011 d c: 11icd ;.i n y l1 ;1ucl , cb1111cd it w:i~ a ll a 
111 1\ 1J11cl C' 1\ 1;111d111 g :,11cl w., ~ 1dca~cd in 
S'.l 100 li;,11. T li c 11<·>:t d:i y tl1e T 1111e1 no ted 
tl 1.1 t l\< ·1, Yc11 ~ '-,t.tl1 ,1utl1rn tll(·\ nq>t.:< ted 
10 .,11 .111 gc NC'l\11111 \ 1x11 ,1d1110 11 10 N<'w 
I ( I ~( ,. , , I ti II It ' I w I d I I' Id ( II ti y I C:"' I () II 

i ll.TL til e 1,11J f()I 11 1, li11llw1 11< ·1,•, o f th · 
, .,,c ;, 11pc·. 11 1·d .111(1 '""" 1l1C·1k111 g 11 ·<01d \ 
I le 111 w d tli .1 1 ',( 11 11 1· 11 11 y1·. 11 , l.111·1, 111 Se p 
l( t111H· I 111'-lli . ''" IJ ,til W,t\ ,1, ~111 . 11 g 1·d 

Another item I came across. which a ppeared this time not in 
the N ew Yoi-lt Times but, oddly enough , in the files o( the 
an Finnrisco Ch1·011icle a continent-width away, conv<'yecl news 

from 'cw York on .J :rnuary I :>. I 032 , that a . Broo_klyn man had 
a keel th e 1ew York talc Burc;i u ol Secun11 cs for a Supreme 
·oun exa mination order to determine il 'cwton was engaged 

in fra udulent stock practices. The man !cit he had been bilked 
by l\" cwto n in the a mount of ,28.000 . 1 o outcome w:_1\_ recorded 
in the public prints , so pre~um ab ly nothing ca me ol 1t. 

The n th ere were two up -s tate 1cw york in ci d ~nts . Tn Sep­
tember 1934 , at One ida , 1c,,·ton got involved with the state 
poli ce in a matte r concerning f:ilse stock statements . ln July 
1935, at Elmira, he was arrc~tccl on a judge's b e n ch w:irra 1H, 
charo-ccl with two violatio11s ol the law relating to lalsc state­
me nfs or ad,·cnisemcnts on securities, and wa rdca~ect in $2,500 
bail ; a · year a nd a ha!( la ter the indictments were dismissed 
a nd tile case dosed . 

It was plain that in hi s fin a ncia l de ;dings , '~wto n had . a 
tend en y to ge t into trouble , a nd a knack for getting out of 1t. 

I go t to wonclcri11 g if. what with his varicus oi l cnt~TiHiscs. 
N ewton mi oht not ha,·c tri ed to se ll a little stock 1!1 Cali­
forni a. The "ru les on su ch m a tters are very strict in Ca l ifornia , 
so stri ct tha t the office o[ th e orporatio n Commissioner keeps 
ve ry ca rdul records to insure that those rules arc enforced . I 
found that the Commis~ion cr\ office was not un:iw:,rc of Sil as 
Newton , tho ug h nothin g- was p<'nding ag-:1inst him . 

Un covcrino· su ch a ba('k o-..ouncl for n 1lly's " ,i<'nti~I X. " 1hc 
Uni,·c r. ity of De nver lcct t~·cr, th e great geophysicist of the oi l 
industry , obviously ca lled fnr some intensive dig-g-in c: into the 
m a n ' current :ictivitics. 

\tVh at came up unexpected ly in the first spaddul was :i. clc:i.r 
luc at las t to Dr. Gee . 

I wo n 't go in to th e me thod of d e lving here. Let's s~y simply 
th a t the telepho n e is a g rc:it inventi o n , and Newton is a great 
te lepho ner. /\ ch eckup revealed tha t h e phon ed o ften to Phoe­
nix , . ri wna. He poke there with a Leo CeBauer. 

Phoe ni x was the loca le o( Dr. Gee, according- to Scully's book 
and to the statemen t. o[ 1cwto n himse lf. The pseudo n ym "Gee" 
and th e n ame " c 13 au er " ce rt a inl y seemed to be kin . 

furth ermore , th e place :i ncl n am e were not the o nl y si~nifi­
ca nt similarities. T ho ugh he didn ' t appear, from a dista n ce, to 
b a 1cw1on -Sn11l • grade o r super cic nti st, GcBa u cr did have 
omc techni ca l kn owlcdg-c o f e lectron ics. H e was pro pri etor o f 

the '"'cstc rn R ;i cli o &: E n g-i ncc ring Compan y, a r adi o a nd tele­
visio n parts supply ho use. 

lt wouldn 't d o to ca ll up CeBa ucr a nd ask him bluntly if he 
was Dr. Gee. M y nc.:x t step was laid o ut [or me- to go Lo Phncnix 
and si1.c up Gc Bau cr in perso n . 

T was s t to ta k orT whe n 1cw ton turned up in San Ir;n1cis..:o 
ag:i. in . Apparently he was re:i.dy to ta lk business ab o u t the disks. 

THUE ~L\GAZlNE 

" May I be x c 11se d ?" 



T~E FLYING SAUCERS AND THE 
MYSTERIOUS LITTLE MEN 

H e s t.in ecl o fT uy ;11111()u11 ti 11 g O\cr th,: tele phon e. " Now my 
pcopk .11 e not ll yi ng to ,e ll .111)t hi11 g . They h,1,·e n 't got 

,111 ; thi11g to se ll. l.3ut yo u ccnai nl ). sec . , houlcl IJc in a position 
tu k110\,' h o\\· Lir yo u \\, 111L Lo go to ge t to th e bottom of this 
cl c:1 I. " 

Il ;1 ca , h o ff er \\' ;1, \,·h :1t ,,·a, required to m a ke Newton pro­
du ce h i, di , k, :1g:1•11. there 1,,1, 01d ) o ne thin g to clo . 

Th c,t ro ublc.: \\';1, th :1L m :1ki11g N ewto n a n offer was kind of 
lik e tr;1il 111g vo ur loo t in th e wate r to lure a sh :1rk wi thin ga lling 
d i, t:111 . T he st;i ke, h:1cl to be high to make a ny se nse a ncl 
:J\e\\·ton to ul d be coun ted o n to t;ikc care o r him se lf in a fast 
s ltulll cJ 

,\ \ en' ,o lelll n co;~lcre n ce was se t up and i\c1non was auth or­
i,e cl to, ,e ll " h is peo pl e" th a t $ 10 ,000 would be put in escrow 
as soo n :1, some rcason ;i b le proof o ( th e s tory's a uth enti city was 
pro du ced .. \n :1dclition ;tl $25.000 \\·:is to h e turn ed over to New­
to n pri o r to pub lic Hion . 

1c wto11 \,·:1s in g reat lo rm th a t cla y. H e w;i s we;i rin g a very 
pal e g r :,; ll:1nn e l sui t ;incl so 111 e1d1e re in hi s travels he had 
picked up : 1 d ee p ta n . The way h e h a n cl lecl himse l( I go t to 
ice l111 g tli:1t S:F>.(H)() w;i s rea lly a pret ty chin tz y oile r. 

'Th t'l e " a, the u, u ;tl ;1m o unt o l' bac kin g a nd fillin g. N e wLO n 
mu ll ed thc pn,iio~it10 11 o ver ;i nd gTa vc ly co ns id e red w ha t hi s 
pe~•pl e w," tld think . O ,c1s io n a lly he clig rcssccl long e n ou g h to 
sp 111 ,0111 c coiur ru! hit o l s:i u cer i:1n inl.onn :1ti on. but by and 
hr;_;e h e ,,·: ,, , tri ( Ll y th e bu s in c~s in :rn neg() ti ;1ting. Tt was a 
shoc k . t il t n. ,,·he n he ru111111 ,1gcci ;1rou ncl in ;1 coaL pP<kcl, hauled 
out ch c µ;-r i111 y l1;rndk c r( hid, s pre;i cl th e ge:1 rs and di sks on th e 
desk an d ,:1id . " [ su p po'L' you wa nleci tn sec lhesc aga in .' ' 

l t \\' :1, ;1 ba<i 111<,rn c nt . 011 c look at N e wto n 's disks ;i ncl it was 
a c in ch d1 :1t t he , t1I J~ Lill1tcs w ere :1t bes t pre tty unrc:ison ab lc 
fa csi 111i iics. But it co uld h :1\'C bee n a lot wo rsc-T coulcl h ave 
bee n c 111 g ht cli sklcss Lu ckil 1 , 1 clid h ave th e fak e di sks with 
me , b :1d :1s th ey we re . l was s till ca n y ing th em a ro und, :iging 
th e m in my pocke t, . 

Th e n1->st ob \·io us ch in g wro n g with m y fa kes was that Lh cy 
w e re 11111 <h too thin - a ll b u t th e o n e mad e o[ m o n c l m e tal. It 
,,·as abo ut halfway thi ck e no u gh , but if it had seemecl Loo h eavy 
1d1 c 11 it \\·:1s mad e up . now, by secre t!)· sorting iL out and 
h e lti ;1g it i11 my pocket. it see med hope less . 

\ '\ih ilc I w;i s wo nd erin g- wh a t to do , Ne wto n was ta lking 
:::bc,11t a ,;1u ce r th a t ha d b ee n sig-htecl o , ·e r A fri ca. As swe pt away 
as h e \, .. 1~ b y hi s n e w st01·y h e n e ve r o n ce losL s ight o f th e di sks, 
h ailclin g ,. ,e r fir , t o ne a nd th e n th e ot he r and pbc in g the m 
o n hi ~ ope n h:i ndk c rcl1icf as th ey we re re turn ed . 

J didn 'c cl ;,rc \ t :1 11 a n y lo nge r. Not o nl y wa s there th e ch a nce 
th ::i t ~'ll ) minute 1cwto n wo uld w ra p up th e cli sks a nd tuck 
th e 111 ;11\';iy . IJL1t I wa s beg innin g- to ge t th e sh a kes. 

I p :ilmccl th e moncl Lik e by gripping it " ·ith the fourth 
fi n~c r IJe11,·cen t h e palm :i ncl seco nd joint . a nd tri ed to rem em ­
b e r " ·li :1t rny friend McInt yre , the magicia n . h ad to ld m e. 

" L e t n1c ,ec o n e o f th ose di , ks again , Mr. 1ewton ," I sa id . 
1 g u c,~ l ' rn n o t cut o ut fo r thi s sort o f th in g beca use my Yo.ice 
sound ed like l was goin g to b e sick and w h e n I too k m y h a nds 
from rn~' p oc ke t I co u ld see the skin creases shin e wh ere th e 
swc;ir_ w;1,; forming . 

I tuok 1c1,·ton 's di sk betwee n my thumb ;i nd fo re fin ger , held 
it up u, loo k at it. ;i ncl ch e n le t it d rop into m y cupped h a ncl. 
J ga1c a kind of feeb le cou g h with th e id ea th a t if it cli nked 
a",,im c th e f;-i ke, th e so und wo ul d be co 1'e recl . Th e re. w;isn't 
a~y dinl-.. . . 

I wc:nt tl1rnug-h the mOLiom o f hef tin g Lh e cli ~k in m y h a nd 
altl1ou .~ I, ;1ctua ll y I wa~ ho ldin g th e two o f th e m ti ght ly pa lm ed 
to kee p 1heJ11 frrHn ge ttin g mixed up . Big , sin g le drops o f icy 
Sl',c:1L 1,11<: , l1thcri11g dow n rn y s id es. 

I Jll,t ,: ,t il1 c1c- lr,1 ;i sec ond o r l\\'O heftin g ;iway a nd t rying 
to lo"k :" ii I 1,e1c JHinrlc1i11 g ,onic d c · p intcr 11l:t n e t:iry prob ­
lem . ' J l1<· 11 . !fJ1iki1J g Nu, t,ill 1i gl1t in the e:ye ~1s :'\ l cill[ yre li :1d 
u,ld 111e . I ll-1 tl1e 1111>1Jt•I f:1 c , l1d e i11L1i 11 1, r,t l1 e1 l1 :111d a 11d 
p:i nerl it Ii .i d . 111 li1 111 K" c: 1,i 11 g 11 1y qe, IJ ()1i'1 fl1 < ki11 g d,,1,·n ,it 
tll :i t l:1 ·e cl1,l-.. :1~ J li :11 1d«I 1L 1,1e1 1,·: ,, th e h :11d ·~ t thi11 g l' 1·e 
e1·c 1 do n <: 

~c wt1>11 t1>1,l. it. 11!11111-.ed 1t rl1> \\ JI r, n tl,t li :111clkc 1< lt1 c l ll' ith -
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out c1c 11 ~Lt n ci ng at it , and ,,·cnt ri g ht o n 1,·ith !11, qnry .. \ II I 
Incl l<1 cl n no\\" \\" as ge t his dis k bac k into lll ) p ols.ct ,,·ithvut his 
n nticing- the mo\·e. J\lcl nt yre h ad war11 ed inc 11:,t to dn it ton 
soo n :rncl a boYe a ll . n ot lo look ,H my hand ,\·hile I put it into 
m y pock e t. l dictn ·t, but it was ;i s truggle . The n l tri ed tn sit 
the re a ncl l i,te n LO ~ c" ·ton wit h ch a t disk of h is burning :1 hole 
ri g hc thr(lugh the sicle o f m y suit. 

\ , h ;ircl ;1s I tri ed n ot to sn eak a look at th e fa ke si ttin !! 
Lh erc in th e handke rch ief alon gs id e of N ew ton 's cli,k . l cnulcln :l 
stop it . \Vhcn I saw th e cwo o f th e m toge th e r I alrnm t p;isscd 
ouc. Th e f;1kc " ·as so bact it stu ck out like an E, kimo :ll ;1 Boston 
soc i:i l tea party. 

Nc,non 11 e1·c r no ticed it. When he was throu gh with hi s 
Afri c rn sa u ce r story h e wrapped up th e cli ~ks a ncl gc ;,rs. s tuck 
them in hi s pocke t and announ ced that h e would take up Lh e 
offer ,,· ith Donor . It mi g ht La ke a littl e tim e. N c \\·Lon ·w;irn ecl. 
The la s t N ewto n h acl h eard , the doc to r h ad cli s:1ppc:1 rccl into 
th e scie ntifi c " ·ilcts o f Pa sa d e n a ,o thoro ug hly th:1t c1c n his wife 
couldn ' t rrncl h im . But Newton woulcl ge t in tnuclt with me . 

Five minutes a ft e r he w as go n e, 1 was on my w:1y to th e Stan ­
ford R cs~a rch Institute with th e cli sk of unkno\\'11 m c t;1I. 

Dr. Hobsn n ;incl hi s me n gave Lh e di sk the lull treatment. 
T h ey clipped off ;i tiny pi ece a nd ch ecked it~ m elt ing point. 
They did a simple g ravim e Lri c analysis . They lll/lllnted it i11 
pl as tic , po li sh ed a portion o [ it to a mirror fini , h :incl o: :1mincd 
its stru cture mi croscopi ca ll y. They se nt ;i n /lthcr pi ece of the 
cli sk O\'CI' to St:inlnrcl Un iversity lor a s pcc trnd1 c 111i c;d an:tlysis. 

It seem ed a sh :11 11 c to go to a ll tha t troubl e. Th e di ., k wasn't 
m ad e of ,rn ythin g that a 12-year-o ld with a s ,1 Ch e m -Craft out­
fit coulcln ·t h ;ivc ana lyzed in twe nty minutes. 

N ewton 's prec io us unkn ow n m eta l that Dr . G ee had sup­
p osedly ta ke n from a cr ;1sh ecl Oy ing s:1uce r . tlt e sa me th:1t h:1d 
refu sed to m elt in Dr . Gee 's laboratory a t 10.000 d q~ rces . m e lted 
quite ni ce ly at S t;1 11i'o rd R ese;i rch Ins titute at ju)l G:> 7 clcgree:s. 
Fahrenhe it. 

ft was pL1in o ld a luminum , 99.5 pe rce nt pure. a qu ;dit y com ­
~ercia ll y d esc ribed as gra cl e 2S a nd u sc cl in th e 111 ;rnuf:1ctur<: of 
nothin g 111 , ,rc co)rnir tha n pots a nd pan s. 

·with th :1t pi ece o [ inte lli ge n ce in h :1n cl. I gath e red up mv 
n o tes a nd h ead ed fn r H o ll ywood a nd Frank Sc ul ly. The prob­
lem no,v was to fine! out whether Scu ll y h ad known a b i,ut thi s 
state of a ffai rs or, i[ h e had imply been g-ull C'd by t\ cw ton and 
Dr. G ee, w he the r he would be man e nou gh to adm it it a nd 
h elp m e run cl own the res t of the story . 

.J 11 st to be o n th e sa le s id e , th o u gh , I cl cc icl ed to see i r I 
couldn ' t fi rst get him to identify Dr. Gee as Gcl~;1ucr. It would 
b e some thin ~ ol ;i bluff . but , p e nding m y trip to Phoenix , 1 was 
pre tt y sure l h ad th e ri ght man. 

T he Scull y li Yin g roo m hadn't chan ged . l t " ·as s till the same 
cheery b ccll arn o r d ogs a nd children ·with Scull y h o ld ing; forth 
as usu ;tl o n ;i sa u ce r case fl ashed to him b y a n :1rdc nt fan who 
h ad r ead hi s book. 

In the rc latiYe c: tl m of Scull y's clutter ed workroom l brmwht 
out th e l abo ra tory re ports on the disk- th e film t"rorn the spcc~o­
chemica l a n ;i lysis, th e te rse re p o rt on the gra \·irnctric, the bleak 
n o tes o n the mi crosco pi c exam ina ti o n. 

\.\:'" h e n Scu ll y go t th ro u gh with th em h e looked as a m:111 
• mig ht w h o h ad b een riding in a Hying . a u ce r whe n the 

center [e ll out. Af te r a,,·hile h e ca ll ed in hi s wife . For Mrs . 
Scull y's b e n e fit th e who le fil e o n N ewton ,\·;is h :lllled o ut. 

\ ,V he n ~h e was through , Mrs. Scully just sa t th e re ;iyi ng over 
and ove r, " H o"· ca n it poss ibly b e true?" T he propitiou mo­
m e nt ·ee m ecl to be a t hand to h azard th e matte r of Dr . Gee . 

T h e firs t tnOYC was to see if cully st ill conte nd ecl. as he had 
in hi s boo k, th a t he had act u a ll y me t Dr. G ee . Scul lv n oc onlv 
said th at h e h ad , but that con sid eri n g th e hi ?; h scientific tone 
o f Dr. G ee's co n \'c rsat ion it didn ' t ee rn pos ibl c th a t h e could 
b e an yth i11 g- but wh a t N ewto n claim ed . 

I mad e Scu ll y a propositi o n . If h e would \'Olurn:ni h · admit 
w h o Dr . G ee \\·,1s, I o fle recl to le t him jo in force; with me 
pub li cl y in th e fi n a l s tages o ( makin g o tit ~·e 1\'lnn's rea l mo­
ti1·cs in pc rpe tr a Lin g- a n aL io n a l h oax . 

Sc ulh· re lu sc cl . H e h ad p; ive n hi s word , h e sai d . 11,1t to re\'ea l 
\\'ho o;._ C ec ,,·:,s, a nd he' didn ' t intend to hrc:1k hi, promise . 
i\ l r~. St ull y tri ed to w 11, in ce hi111 Lh:1L h e h:1d bn: 11 1:1\;.cn in b y 
~ c \\°l() ll :llld 1,;1~ Lhu ~ ,w lo n g r o bli g:1ted L,1 hirn . nilly 
1,·(>tild11 ·t IJud ~e. 

I <kl id cd t; , pi :1) it the wa y they do in the n1<111t·, . \\' itil th e 
111ml i11dillnL·11t :1Ltit11de I co uld mu ster , I hi1n cd tlut it didn 't 
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make any difle rence to me b eca use I kn ew w h o Gee wa~ ,tny"a y. 
l guess I musL h ave sound ed preLLy indifTcre nL be c;i u se: iL 

work ccl . rn lly promised LhaL i( I ould pro,·e to h ;m thal I 
kn c,r ,drn Dr. Gee was, he would adrnil th e id c nlifie ;i1inn w;is 
co rrect. 

IL \\' as kind of a lopsided a rran gemen t h a n p;i n g co mplete ly o n 
cullv ' word . buL at th e mom e nl hi word seemed l ike a v ry 

ru ooccl 1nst1 lut1on . 
't~nld cu ll y the I h o nix add re s I h a l (or Ge Bauer. 
" You·\'e go t Lh e m a n . all righl ," u lly said. 
.. ,eBaucr , i n 'l it?" I a keel . 
" Yes. Dr. c l a u er," he said. 
I co uldn ' L h a ve fe l l b e tlcr if I h ad I ulled o ff a m erger b e­

t\l' cen car~ R nc bu k a nd M o n tgomery ' "'a rc! . 
R ight ;iwa' l wanlcd Scull • Lo go to Phoe ni x with m e 

a nd co nfront GeBauer . ully couldn 't mr1k e it . It was ea r ly 
,urnmer a nd , cull y didn 'l think he o uld stand the h ea t. N o r 
,~•a. , cull y sure lhal _h e wan led to admit publicly Lh a t h is boo k 
,ras ii hoax . cull y didn't kn ow what h e w a nted lo d o . 

fin ;dl y we made a de,11. I wo ul d go to Phoe n ix a n d ta l k w ith 
GeB,1ucr. If GeBauer h o uld refu , c to ad mit th a t h e was D r . 
,cc a nd " ·m ild a . e n Lhi denial in wriling . cu lly woul d joi n 

force. ,,·ith me a nd find o ul wh a t 1 ew to n , wh o w as p la inly 
the mnYi n ?; spi ril b ehind th e liule-m c n sto ry, was r ea ll y u p to . 

It " ·;1~ a stra n ge, b ackw a i·d kind of a rra n gem e n t, b u t it was 
the b es t 1 rn11lcl do . And I did h ave Scu ll y's solemn p romise 
m ;1dc in front o ( hi wife. 

\ Th e n I got to Phoe nix I hunled up Lloyd C lark of the 
Phoe11ix Gaze tte a nd r ecruited h im for a li ttle ad va nce 

,,·ork. I wa nt ed to get som e p h otos of G eBau er in his n a tura l 
h;ihit;tt r1 nd Lio •d thought he k n ew h ow i t co uld b e clo n e. 

U 11der the pretext of ge tti n g a story for t h e b u sin ess sec tio n 
nl th e r.nz.r//e. Clark took a photogra pher a n d moved in o n 
C e B:1 11er a t h is \ i\Tc tern R adio & En g in eer ing Comp a n y. 

T liev got the photos a ll r ig h t, b u t C lark h ad a str a nge r eport 
to m;i ·c abo ut C e B;iuer 's r eactio n to h av in g hi s pic ture taken . 

Mmt hmi n cssmc n will crowd as ide a 
herd of clcp h.ints to ge t their pi cture in 
the p:1pcr. Not Gella u cr. H e did n 'l know 
if it were rea lly the ri ght thin g for h im 

keeping- th e ir labora lory machinery running as a kind o( main ­
te nance nrnn . 

Th e fl c LLCr Business Bureau wound up its report with a quote 
by Cc Bau er thi'lt ranks as probably one of the world 's most 
heroic efforts at obruscaLion . Th e la st paragraph of the report 
rea ds : " \i\1h c n asked about rurth er d eta il ~ of h is business here 
a nd c l~cw hcrc h e said we could quote him itS say ing, ' I believe 
in life, lihcny, and the pursuit of happincs~ wit hout the inter­
fer e n ce o f man I'" • 

The Lin1 e h ad come to visit Dr. Gee in person . 
lt was d ead -h o t in Phoe ni x. GeBr1uer 's shop , a modest enough 

estab li shm e nl d espile cwLOn's glowing descriptions of Dr. 
G ee's spraw lin g laboralori cs . turned out t.o be a fl,1t -roofed, one­
story building in a treeless section of town . 

GcB,aucr is a s locky, miclcllc-aged m,1n with pal e, deep -set eyes. 
J h r1 cl ma d e arra ngc m cnLs with a pho tog-rr1pher from the Cazette 
to p r1rk his car across the street from G c Baucr's place, leave 
hi s camera in it a nd stroll aro und G e Baucr 's showroom posing 
as a custo m er , and I was glad there were reinforcementS within 
h ai l in g cli sLa n ce . _ 

' "'c La lkccl in GeB a u cr's office . While he t,1lked, h e toyed with 
a stee l bea rin g , ro ll ing it back and forth across the glass top 
in h is d es k. 

I to ld hi m who I was a nd that I kn ew he was the Dr. G ee 
in Scu lly's b ook. 

Gc Ba uer gave me those eyes. . 
" Yo u ' re m istake n th ere, m y boy," h e sa id , rolling the bearing 

aro un d. " I know N ew to n and I 've rea d Scu ll y's book, b u t who­
ever w ld yo u I was Dr. G ee is away off base." 

S wea l v.,as runn ing clow n h is _jaws and making q ui ck little 
detours aro und his chin . 

I as ked Ge Ba u er for a wr itte n statement that he wasn't 
D r. G ee. 

No go. 
My l ine was , " L oo k, as lo ng as yo u say you aren ' t G ee, what 

h arm is th ere in g iv ing m e a s tatement that you are n 't?" 

TRUE M.ACAZBiE 

to be photogn1pbecl or not. H e spe n t qut Le 
a little umc tryi ng to co n vin ce C la rk a n d 
the photo~raphe r Lhal they o u g hL to make 
their pi< tu res o f hi s shop an d hi s s ta fT but 
they ,houlcl Jc;iye him o ul. V e r y modest 
g1s·111. tl11\ Gcl3auer. .'/ifff 

,.,. :::~<:":i,~ . .• :,<,::.·.~•.;:,: But ncw\paper phowgraph rs h ave a 
,ci\ ;d ,uu t Liic1 11 , a liule harsh sometimes , 
h11t dkc ti,·c. Clark ,1 nd his man ca m e away 
with :1 , ·e1y 111cc 111ug ~hot of GeBauer . 

Cluk h:1d11't been a ble lO pry mu ch in ­
f.,1 i;1;11tt1n out of Ce Ba uer abou t hi s past, 
hut he l1ad a prelly good idea of h ow to 
get "li:11 we w:-i nted . 

A\ ,onn a~ the: business-news sLOry an d 
Ilic pl1otn of C c B a ue r r a n in the Gau ll e, 
(,ta, k 111.1d1· :i de:.d with tltc loud Be tter 
Bu~1nn~ 1;ureau lO do a follow -u 1) . 

·r he Bu1c:iu came away with a very 
1nte1L-~t111g 1101:iri ,.cd report. 

lw,tcad of l1<dding degree~ from Arrno11r 
l11~11t1Jt1· 1 .11 1gliw 11 University, and th e 
l}111,c1~ny 111 Bnl111 , ;is S<. ull y wrot e, C e­
B.1u11 111,ly 1l;1111wd ;j ckgr<'.<.: in ek, ui ca l 
(• J J ~ .. I JI I I 111 g ff( JI I I I h (• I .IJ IJ is I II ~ I JI IJ t (' () f 
·1 ,-<11111,111;.,,y 111 Cl11<.iJgo alfiurH-f I <J '.1 1 or 
l'J~~. Ji,- /l,uld11'1 11·11w111lw1 wl111 11. 

1·11 ,111 l'l ·B U1 l 111 r1, wl11!£- Jw w;1~ sup 
JJ'1?>t·d t 1 , 11.1\( 1;<·1·11 lw;;dJJ1g UJ> 1,700 M f/'rt · 

t1~1~ d1,111/.', ~-> IJIJ/J, >. JH·J 1111<.:11L1> 1111 1lw ln11d, 
111 ti,, ~1·,1 ,111d 1lw ;,11 ;;11d &f;i-11d111 g 11n1· 
IJ,JJ,1,11 d11ILJ1, Ill i1 lll)Jb("/fl• t g'll'(' l/11111"111 
111ag11et1< 11~1-;u<l1 !>l'>h1,J111 L1·B;;1w1 ;ii 
111\H·d l,e \,,,s 111111 I, d1wl ,,I hil,l/1a1111w1, 
,JI !111 -\,R,-,,-,.,, 11 (,{JIJJj> ,lllY Ill l'l 11J('JJJX 
.1 ncl l .11, .\ 11gdl..'.~ . 

.\ <1111 ' 1,11 that il,11111 ~lir,v.wd 1Ji;i1 L e· 
B:iu <::1 l1 ;1d IH·1·11 w11l1 A1 Rn1·;11<l1 ,dJ 11gl11 , 
;111d had cl1,n1· a 1111,\1 11,1n1w11·111 1111, 

;( _-·x .. _ - ::: 
•.:; ._;,, . • 

;:st?if' 

" M v /)1)///e ." 
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THE FLYING SAUCERS AND THE 
MYSTERIOUS LITTLE MEN 

Hi~ line was , " J do n ' t ,,·;i nt to put :-\11: L;,ing cl"11'11 111 w r iLi n g 
until l talk it oYCr 11·1Lh 111v ;itLr>i-i\e1· I-Jc had l'U!l in to t ro u ble 
11·1th N cwLOn hc-l(lr ('. Seen{, :1, t11ou'g :1 l\'ew t" 11 011·..: d hirn so m e 
1110 11 c) [ur sonH· c< Jt11p1u c 11t Ccl::1ucr h,1d built lor h im I-l e 
cl1dn't k11 0 1,· il I. ~ ,ho u id ~1g n ;1ny st,1temc n t o r JH>t . 

CcB;1uc r 11•.1 11t cd I!, t,i!k th e dc ,il ove r w iL11 his wi fe , wh o w as 
in tlie shop . I lei ; thc1 1 t,il k1n g a nd m;1d e a litt le Lo ur of Lh e 
phcc . I 11 ;i r o<1:1 -. t h:1 t wa, ;1 co mb in ation sto re room , wo rksh o p 
,ind wr;1ppi1;g r0<,nL there w,ts a box of brow n rod s exactl y 
l ik e th e one G eo rge 1'. oe ld e r h acl sh owed m e in De nv e r cl a im ­
ing it 11 .1~ ;i l'e rcli te arrow sha ft. 

I •,as feeling kind of r ec kl ess. M ay b e it w as th e h ea t. I broke 
llil ,t pi ece of rud ,1t1cl took it over to G e Ba ue r. " \ 1Vh a t' s thi s 
~tulP '' i ;i~ ked . 

"'1 ueYi s io n a ;ne nn a sep;irators,'' h e sa id . H e didn ' t look too 
h :1pp1. M avbc he 1•:,1~ so re beca use l broke tha t pi ece o f!: . 

I bega n to push Ce B;i u er abo ut the state m e nt , sin ce he still 
s tu c k to h is sLo r) . ;i nd fin a ll y he sta rt ed di ctating Lo his wife. 
l t 1nok ~'- v'- : :.l l f,tl se ,t; ,r t., hu1 h e- e vc n1u ,1l ly proclu ce;I what I 
n ee d ed ;,~ ;i leve r o n Scull y. ft was on his le tterhead and it r ead: 

To · v !1m 11 ll ,\•l;1 y Co n cern : l have been ask ed by J. P. 
C :th n o J th e So ,, Fiun ,i.1<11 Cl11on icle i[ 1 were the Dr . G ee 
in S( ull y's bo,, k. I ;1 111 111 ,tkin g this state m ent to all con­
cer n ed : ! ;11n : ... L rile 1)1 . C:L'L' 111 e 11tion cd in th e book l3 e­
h int! Thr. F ly ,;:,~ .\11rn1'l'. I 11 :11-c no kn o ,v led ge o( th e flyi ng 
sa u cer 0 th c r Lh ,111 wha L I '1 ,11T read . 

l ha ,:.. i i; nu w:1y ,tny ( ci 1111 cnion with Fr:1nk Scully , his 
boo ks o r s ta Le n1 e nt~. ;;, ;r d id I :1t a 11 y tim e g ive Frank Scully 
a uLl10ri ty , G i n[er tli :1L ! miglu b e Dr . G ee. Th e sci e ntifi c 
du ties a nd qu :1 li r1ca lion ~ 111 c11Lio11 ed in his book in no way 
d escribe m y aCLiviti es durin g th e war period . 

(sign ed ) L. A. G eBau er. 

.-\11 Scully had asked m e to ge t was a statement from G eBau er 
d e n yi ng the identit y by whi ch Scul ly h ad adm itted to m e that 
h e kn ew him l h ad iL. ;ind 0 11 C eBaue r's ow n le tt erhead. I cer­
t :: inl y fi gured th :-t t wo uld do the tr ick of unlockin g Scully. 
Btn it didn ' t. 

:\ [;i y bc Scu lly h ad his fin ger<; crossed wh e n h e promised me 
th at ir I got sue h ;i st;i te rn ent h e wo uld admit N e,vto n and Ge­
:E .1 u ,·,· :,:1cl ch urn ;ic-d him :.l 11CI h elp me run do wn the reaso n 
the) went to al : · , ha t trouble . Or ma ybe h e o nly keeps his 
1no nit .,cs u;; oclc! clays o ( th e week. It 's hard to tell. Bu t Scully 
kn ow~ wl, ;,t i1e prom ised a nd so docs his wife. She was ther e 
a t the- t ime . 

Fi , :;, I ca ll ed h im o n th e te le phone a nd to ld him what h ad 
h appen ed . Scull y wo uldn 'L e ,·e n li s ten to m e. 
. J h;1cl th e C eH.1 ucr sLa tern ent p ho tos ta tecl and I mai led him 
a copv by r egis tered mai l. 

H is o nl y re pl y to Lh aL was a vio lent le tter a nd a phone call 
t h ,1 t sh ould h ave shor t-ci rcu ited the enti r e Bell System. Scu ll y 
ma in ti1i ned th at I was persecuting him, jus t ;is everyo n e else 
conn<:cted witli ~he saucer sto r y was being p ersecuted , and tha t 
h e wou ld p rnb:1 b ly su e so m eon e. To date no o n e has showed up 
rn ~crve any papers. 

~ <Hl}.J:thin~ else showed up , however, that makes for some 
~ 1nl(: rc:\ tin ;; ~peculation T hor Severse n , di gg in g ;i _ro uncl in 
Defl\c>r , fir.ally fo und co pi es o( ch e publi cation c;il lecl th e 
Pr·t,o leum H. c 111r'w th;11 R . D . \Vh ite o f th e C .1 l ifo rni.1 C o mpan y 
h;1d ~ug;;<:\t<:d r read . I t w;1s ;i goo d sugges ti o n . 

111 the: 1946- 17 JJetroln1111 ll rv1ew yo u w ill find Lhree lo n g 
ar, Ii Jes writ ten liv Sila\ ~/. New ton . In a ll o f th e m N ew to n e x ­
p<,1,11C l<-d the: JJ1,; 11\ ,, J Iii, geo logica l th eories ;ibout R .1nge ly 
;111d dc:1,nu11u·d tl1r· U111tc:d )ta l ·s Cc:o log ica l Su rvey a nd " hu -
1 <::1 ,1( 1t1c \•\';1 \ li111gtor1" . 

~ 1·w tor1 fur1li1:1 d1 , t111gtm l1c:<1 hi insc: lf by i llt rod u cing- to hi s 
I'ef 1 l) lr-11rn f (r-,, 11-w rc:,1d(·J\ 11r>111· ot l1 er titan tl w no ted .1 11tho r 
Frani.;Sc ull y wl11Jrn lw lfJU111 ec ll v clairned ' \ ·r vc· cl sC'vcr;il ti 111 e\ 
(as ;1) mernber ()f tl11: C.ildornia kgi\lature ." 

Scully 's con1riliuti1, 11 t<, tli :1 1 J\\ Uc of tlt c: f> el ro /<'11111 n ev•<'TII 
wa \ ;in :1r t1 ck u,1111,;d ", <1tt, <11 1 Building a Ci t y" th :11 wa \ 
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ce rtaini y helplul to Newto n 's p romo ti o n a l p itch . 'f ile ~nick 
predicted that the town of R a ngdy "can beco m e ;i. ci ty o f !:> 0,000 
in the n ext five ye.1 rs. " Tha t would be in 1952 . Scull y's predic­
ti o n is ;i lit tl e hig h unless somethin g unusu a l h a ppens in 
R a n ge ly rn th e_ n ex c few m o nths. T h e la tes t p o pula t io n figures . 
ga thered 111 l ~bO a nd pn n tecl in th e R a nd M cN a ll v R oa d Atl as. 
~hows R a nge ly's p o pul ;1ti on hove rin g a t th e 5 ,000 in ark . 

T here is o th e r rem ;1r kab le coop era ti o n be tw ee n N ewton 
,t 11 d Scull y. In ch c su bsequ e nt Pt? l ro leu m R eview, fo r 1947- 48 . 
New to n bl osso m ed into pr int aga in wi th "a n ew exp lo ra ton 
m e th od . .. (a) rnoluti o n a ry n ew techniqu e (tha t) m ay encl 
th e sp ec ter o ( 'dry ho les .' " Som e phrases from th e a rticl e ancl 
the m agazin e's ex p la n .1 to r y squib will rin g fam ili a r to r eade r~ 
o f Scull y's book. F o r exa rnpl e: 

Pe troleu m R eview: " C erta in it is th a t p e trole um 111 pl ace 
r adiates en e rg·y ... mi crowa ves ca n be ca u g ht a nd m easured ." 

B eli inrl the Flyi ng Satuers , p age 36 : " Pe tro le um in pl ace 
radiates m ;ign e t ic e n er /{)' a nd thi s is m eas ura bl e ." 

P elro lr:wn R evir.w: " Mi cro wa ves be in g broadcas t co nsta ntl y 
by p e troleum d ep os its hid de n d eep in th e ea rth .. " 

B ehind the Fly ing Sa 11 cr:n, page 36 : " P e troleum d e pos its 
hidd e n dee p in th e e,trth we r e co ns ta ntly broacl c 1sting .. . 
mag n e tic microw,1ves. " 

Scu ll y cou ld h;:vc cl1 ec ked th e worth o f such cl:tims .1s ea:.i ly 
as l did by qu e r yin g- a n y ,tttthority in the subj ec t. Dr. Thoma s 
Poulter of the Stanrord R esea rc h I nstitute e xami11 ed N ewton 's 
statemen ts and to ld m e , " As f;i r as I know , p e trolc1m1 in pbce 
does n ' t radiate an ythin g . 1r it clid , all th e world 's o il fi e lds 
would have been di scover ed long ago ." 

The prac ti cal v; ilu e or Newto n 's theori es was ;dready on 
r ecord . Th e s;irne JJ el ro leum. R eview iss u e o( I 94G- 1 7 th a t car­
ried Newton 's articl es con ta in ed , on page 88, a r es um e hy th e: 
edito rs o f th e yea r 's clrilli 11 g operations that noted . " On e hun ­
d red a nd forty . . wells were a cl cle<l to th e fort y wells pr0-
clucing- on January 1, 191G, in R:.lngcly Field , and its firs t du s ter 
was dr ill ed - the N ewto n Oil Company 's Covernrn e m D-1 on 
the sou th er n ed ge o[ th e r1cld . ." Perhaps it w;i s thi s dry hole , 
wh ich is not the best o l reco mm end ations for an o il promoter . 
tha t m ad e n ecessar y Newto n 's "revolutionary new technique" 
wh ich he procl a im ed the fo ll ow in g yea r and th e th eo r y of which 
Scull y glo win gly quo ted . 

Only the ultim ;1 te question rema in ed to be a nswered . vVhy did 
Frank Scully write B e h ind th e Fly ing Saucers - a book now 

proved to b e, in effect, one of th e g rea test scientific hoax es to 
hit the country sin ce t h e o ld C.ird ifl Gia nt was rooted o ut of 
the so il of the Onondag,t Va ll ey jn 1869. 

I'm sorry th a t I don 't know th e a nswer. l don't know it be­
cau se l think there is no single: answer. Beyond the immediate 
an~l obv i~u s one that the book was highly profitab le lies a tan~le 
of mtang1bles-the moti ves of the var ious individuals who were 
involved in fost erin g the s tory. 

I b elieve that frank Scull y a llowed himself to t rust sincerelv 
what was told him by o thers , altho u o·h 1'11 ao-re r: tha t that take' 
so~~ believing abo u ~ ScuHy. " I ha~e tri ed .-,to the b est of my 
ab1l1ty to find fl aws m th e ir stories," he wrote in his preface . 
You can chari tab ly for lll ;i low opinion of his ability, or you 
can ge nerou sly suppose th at h e may have been blinded bv hi . 
long fri endship w ith th e man who e m erges most impre ivel 
from _the book - th at wizard amo ng ore and oil explorers . the 
sc1e nu st w h ose geo phys 1c;tl acum en as d escribed b y author 
Scu ll y would certain ly merit any inves tor ' interest , Sibs 1:-t on 
Newton . 

l 'd g iv e :1 good d ea l to know wha t led ewton to co ncoct 
th e Littlc-i\·I e n-in -F lyi ng-Sa u cers. from-Venus yarn a nd ge t o ther 
peop le to go a long wi 1li it . I ' ve been m eaning to a k him. but 
h e h ::is n ' t com e :1ro u11 d hte ly . 

l've been m eaning to ;1sk him , too , if h e ha fi g ured o ut a m::ig­
neti s tory to ex pLii'l ~h e Ltct that on e o f th ose d isk o f un­
kn own metal in hi , h ,111dk c rc hi e[ is so mu ch hc;n ier than the 
o th er o n e. 

If I kn ow 1ewton , I ' II b e t that h e h as.-.J. P . .aim 
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